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PREFACE. 



It is, perhaps, only fair to state, that although 
the publication of the sermons contained in this 
little book has been long delayed, they appear 
in print very nearly as they were preached. 
The friends who heard them will possibly per- 
ceive that the Fourth has been somewhat modi- 
fied in its structure : all the rest are substantially 
unaltered. If they help in the slightest degfree 
to the establishment of the faith of believers, and 
the confirmation of the Kingdom of our Lord 
and Saviour in any heart outside the circle of 
those to whom it is his privilege ordinarily to 
minister, the Author will be more than satisfied. 

12, Elgin Crescent, Notting Hill, W., 
March ^ 1873. 
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PRAYER AND THE PROPOSED EXPERIMEN- 
TAL TEST VIEWED IN THE LIGHT OF 
CHRIST'S TEACHING. 



Mark xi. 24. 



In the Contemporary Review for July, there 
appeared an anonymous article, entitled, " * The 
Prayer for the Sick.' Hints towards a serious 
attempt to estimate its value." This article is 
introduced by a letter from Professor Tyndall, 
which concludes thus: — "The proposal is so 
fair, and the mode of stating it so able and so 
conciliatory, that I could not, when asked to do 
so, refuse to give it the support implied by these 
few words of introduction." 

An article upon a subject so universally inter- 
esting, and having an object which concerns 
so nearly believers in God and in Christ, could 
not fail to excite the attention of Christians. 
I should not, however, have felt moved to take 
it up had not two further articles appeared 
in the Contemporary for October, in which 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Professor Tyndall and the author of the 
"Hints" return to the attack — defending 
the proposed experiment, and commenting, 
with some degree of bitterness, upon the 
reception which it had met with in the Chris- 
tian world. I was then induced (I hope I may 
^ay led by God's Spirit) to set in order my 
thoughts upon the question, and they are offered 
for your consideration to-night. A proposal 
having such an object demands calm notice, 
and deserves courteous and candid examination. 
Our reasons for dissenting from it ought, I 
think, to be very clear to ourselves and to 
others ; violent declamation will do no good to 
any man, but will probably do a great deal of 
harm to our cause. And we shall, I believe, be 
only doing the Professor common justice by 
acknowledging his sincere desire for truth, 
his devoutness, and his perfect good faith. 
But I am^^bound to bring his sentiments upon 
a question of this kind to the light of 
Christ's teaching. Within the province of 
science proper, I should be very glad to have 
the opportunity of sitting at his feet like a little 
child 5 but within the province of spiritual and 
religious truth, Christ shall alone speak to my 
soul, and at His feet alone will I sit. Now, no 
deliverance more pertinent to the point in 
debate could be met with than that which I 
have chosen for my text : " What things soever 
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ye pray for and ask, believe that ye received 
them " (suqh is the exact version of the words, 
as given by this evangelist), " and they shall be 
yours." And to begin, I remark — 

I. — The duty or privilege of prayer is sustained 
by all the evidence which sustains the authority 
of the Word of God. 

I. Prayer in the sense of petition is 
clearly enjoined, with the added promise of 
blessings that shall be really an answer to it, 
" I will yet be inquired of by the house of Israel, 
to do this for them, and I will increase them with 
men like a flock ; " " Ask, and ye shall receive ; 
seek, and ye shall find ; knock, and it shall be 
opened unto you .... for if ye, being evil, 
know how to give good gifts unto your children, 
how much more shall your Father which is in 
heaven give good things unto those who ask 
Him." " And He spake this parable unto them, 
that men ought always to pray, and not to faint ; " 
the very point of the parable serving to illustrate 
the influence exercised' upon the heart of the 
Great Father by the supplications of his 
children. " In everything," says Paul, " by 
prayer and by supplication make known your 
wants unto God." " Pray without ceasing," is 
the exhortation of the same Apostle. In the 
words before us it is taken for granted that 
Christians will pray. As if the Lord had said — 
" You don't need any command to pray — ^you are 
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acquainted with my teaching in regard to the 
matter. I know you will pray— you must pray ; 
and what I have to say now is, * Whatsoever 
things in prayer ye ask for^ believe that ye 
received them.'" Many instances of direct 
answer to prayer are recorded in the Bible. 
Fire comes down from heaven, on Mount 
Carmel, in response to Elijah's cry. The 
destruction of the host of Sennacherib follows 
the prayer of Hezekiah. Hezekiah's deadly 
sickness is removed, and his life prolonged 
fifteen years (a case in point), distinctly and 
directly in answer to his request. Nineveh's 
doom is averted, in consequence of the supplica- 
tion of its penitent inhabitants. Peter's release 
from prison is connected with the praying of 
the Church. An angelic messenger sent to 
Cornelius, declares in so many words, " Thy 
prayers are heard — send therefore to Joppa " 
The Lord Jesus Christ Himself practised 
prayer. He explicitly recognises its efficacy in 
His own experience at the grave of Lazarus ; for 
before the word of power went forth sounding 
through the tomb, and breaking the sleep of 
death, " He lifted up His eyes and said. Father, 
I thank Thee that Thou hast heard me." 

There can be no question then, I conceive, 
about the teaching of the Bible concerning 
the matter. Hence, the truth of the Scriptures 
and the claims of Christ are • mixed up with 
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the reality of prayer. To a believer in Christ 
and in the Old and New Testaments, prayer 
can never be an experiment. On the contrary, he 
is entitled to argue thus : " Here is the Bible — 
it is supported by such and such evidence — 
evidence, I am prepared to maintain, of the 
strongest !:ind. Here is the Lord Jesus Christ 
making certain claims, and demonstrating the 
justice of those claims by the most convincing 
proofs. You say, * A g'ood deal of obscurity and 
diflSculty surrounds the philosophy of prayer.' 
Very well ; granted. But, I ask you to look at 
the evidence for Christianity ; test it ; see if its 
weight does not give Christianity an overwhelm- 
ingly preponderating influence in the balances 
of a candid judgment. And if so, is not the 
efficacy of prayer demonstrated, even though 
the metaphysics of that efficacy be infinitely and 
for ever beyond your depth." My point is this 
— ^you can't separate prayer from the Scrip- 
tures ; and whatever goes to prove the Scriptures 
to be God's Word, and Christ to be God's Son, 
goes also to prove that prayer is a privilege and 
a duty — a mighty power in the Church and for 
the world. 

2. The text reveals to us the fact that a vital 
element in successful prayer is faith. ** Believe 
that ye received them." "Whatsoever things 
ye ask in prayer, beltevtngy ye shall receive." 
Why this insisting on belief? Why should God 
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thus make a favourable answer to depend upon 
our faith ? What room is there in such a case for 
belief? How can a man believe that he receives 
anything if he does not receive it ? The explana- 
tion is just this — faith will be the criterion 
that the prayer is of God's prompting, and ac- 
cording to God's will. Whatever a true Chris- 
tian man can feel assured it is right for him to 
receive, that he may feel assured it is right for 
God to give ; and he may also feel assured that 
it is his in the Divine purpose : in other words, 
a Christian man, exercising faith, will be so 
guided and inspired by God, as never to ask in 
reat/atth for 3iny thing which, is absolutely wrong, 
or which it is impossible for God to bestow. 

To make this position perfectly clear, con- 
sider what faith is : — Faith is not a blind, heed- 
less desire, uttered without thought ; faith means 
that you have looked at the matter carefully, 
and arrived at a serious conviction. Faith 
means that you act up to all the light you pos- 
sess : if a man, knowing a plant to be poisonous, 
but, liking it, should yet eat it, praying God to 
preserve him from death, he would be doing a 
very foolish thing, and, in spite of his prayer, 
would surely die — ^his prayer would not be the 
prayer of faith. This faith is connected with 
belief on the Lord Jesus Christ, and can never 
sever itself from him; it therefore acts in a 
spirit of submission and self-sacrifice, always 
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offering its petition in the tone of Gethsemane, 
" if it be possible." Well, what the Lord says 
in effect, in these words, is this : " There is a 
certain thing which you desire; look at it 
thoughtfully, as a believer in Myself, and, tfy 
looking at it tkuSy you can entertain the conviction 
that it is yours, IT IS YOURS ; — ^your faith is the 
guarantee that, virtually and really, it has 
been bestowed." 

But you say, " The Lord's people have often 
asked, in unquestioning confidence, very odd 
and childish things." True; but the matter 
seems to me to stand thus: — that if they are 
acting up to their lighty God deals condescend- 
ingly with them, as a human father deals 
with his little children. I know this will be 
deemed dreadfully unphilosophical ; but I care 
little for that. The author of the "Hints" 
would probably laugh me to scorn if he were 
here ; but, by the confession of physicists them- 
selves, science teaches them nothing about the 
nature and character of the great Supreme — 
absolutely nothing. We stand then, so far, pre- 
cisely on the same ground ; but God has given 
us a revelation of Himself. I go to that revela- 
tion ; I listen to it ; it speaks in my ear the 
word " Father ;" my heart leaps up to take hold 
of that word ; I accept it simply, and believe it 
implicitly. God is manifested to me in Christ. 
What does the Christ do ? People come to Him 
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sick, asking to be healed. He hears them, and 
gives the healing. And God is the same always 
and ever3nvhere. If there is a little child of His — 
a babe in spiritual life — who says, " My Father, 
I am hungry, and I am afraid of hunger ; I am 
dying, and I am afraid of death ;" I believe the 
Lord will still, as of old, hear such pleading, 
and bestow bread or medicinal virtue as the 
need may require. 

But, remember, God may give the thing 
really sought without granting the request 
immediately offered. Take the case of the 
Apostle Paul. He was troubled with a "thorn 
in the flesh," and "thrice he prayed that 
it might depart from him." But what the 
Apostle really wanted, was power to preach and 
to serve Christy with which he thought this " thorn " 
would interfere* This becomes plain if you 
go on reading the words which follow : " I 
prayed thrice that it might depart from me, and 
He saidy My grace is sufficient for thee." Now, 
analyse that sentence, get at its heart, and what 
does it say? Why this, manifestly: "Yes, beloved 
Paul, I know what you mean — you are asking — 
* How shall I be equal to my labours — how shall 
I win my Captain's battles with this thorn 
buffeting me all the while ? ' I understand your 
groaning exactly." And here is the answer," My 
grace is sufficient for thee, my strength is made 
perfect in weakness." What reply does Paul 
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make ? " Dear Lord, that is precisely what I do 
mean ; accomplish that, and I care nothing about 
the thorn — if in spite of the thorn I can be as 
good a soldier of the cross and as bold a herald 
of salvation ; if I can work as persistently, and 
fight as undauntedly, and bear witness as 
effectively — that is all I want — I will gladly 
glory in any infirmities that the power of Christ 
may rest upon me." Paul's literal words 
were unanswered, but his heart-prayer got a 
splendid reply. 

Moreover, the thing sought may be 'really 
obtained, even though a long period inter- 
vene between the grant and the actual re- 
ception. One peculiarity of the words of my 
text when properly reproduced, I have already 
adverted to, they are in the past tense — " ye 
received,*' If Christ meant they had got it in 
visible tangible possession. He could not say 
" believe ; " for what a man holds in his hand, 
why should he be asked to believe that he has it ? 
What Christ meant was, it is granted in the 
Divine purpose. A hungering saint cries for a 
loaf of bread, and going out, finds emplo3rment ; 
the loaf of bread does not come tumbling down 
firom the clouds just as the words go forth out of 
his mouth; nevertheless his prayer is heard in the 
employment. Another saint asks for;^i,ooo to 
carry out a Christian object very dear to him. 
God opens up a path in business, by which he 
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makes, say, in the course of five years, the;^ i,ooo. 
Was not that an answer to his prayer in spite of 
the five years' delay ? "Ask of me,'* says Jehovah 
to his Christ, " and I will give thee the heathen 
for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of 
the earth for thy possession." Well, the Christ has 
asked — 1800 years at least have passed since the 
mediatorial intercession commenced — is the de- 
cree abrogated or the promise an inspired delu- 
sion ? No, no ! " It is done** — the thing is granted 
— " the kingdoms of this world are become the 
kingdoms of God's dear Son." And what is true 
in this, is true in all lesser matters. The winged 
arrow may not recoil instantly from the skies, 
bringing the blessing back to the very point at 
which we now stand; but the principle still holds 
good, I feel sure, and every apparent exception 
must be dealt with as it arises, and on its own 
merits. "Whatsoever things ye ask when ye 
pray, believe that ye received them, and they 
shall be yours." 

From what has been said, it is manifest 
that in any proposal to test the value of 
prayer by experiment, the object prayed for 
must be one which the supplicants feel that 
they may fitly and believingly seek at the hands 
of God. If it be not of this character the pro- 
posed experiment will be worthless, and the 
proposal . will fall to the ground. If they 
cannot entertain confidence in regard to that 
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which they are required to make the subject of 
petition, they cannot oflFer the petition. "I 
challenge you," says the sceptic, "to try the 
question in dispute between us by this course, 
and if you decline this challenge, you are self- 
convicted in the eyes of the world." "Not so," 
may the believer reply, " if your course is one 
which does not commend itself to my conscience 
and common s^nse, / can't put prayer to the 
test ; for the vital element of prayer — ^the very 
essence of its power — would be absent." 
What then is the experiment submitted to the 
Christian world under the patronage of Professor 
Tyndall? I will give it in its author's own words : 
" I ask that one single ward or hospital under 
the care of first-rate physicians and surgeons, 
containing certain numbers of patients afflicted 
with those diseases which have been best studied 
and of which the mortality rates are best known 
. . . should be, during a period of not less than 
three or five years, made the object of special 
pyrayer by the faithful, and that at the end of 
that time the mortality rates should be compared 
with the past rates, and also with that of other 
leading hospitals similarly well managed during 
the same period." Well, having deliberately, 
and, as I trust I may add, candidly and without 
prejudice, looked at the proposal, I am con- 
vinced that the plan is monstrously imprac- 
ticable — so monstrously impracticable, that I 
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very much doubt whether the writer really 
understood the subject which he professes to 
treat. For — 

I. Consider what " the faithful " are virtually 
asked to do. They are asked to set aside the 
evidence of the Bible, and all the accumulated 
experience of the believers through all the 
ages, in order that, for three or five years at 
least, they may take up and occupy, in the eyes 
of the universe, an attitude of uncertainty and 
suspense. They are asked to simulate an aspect 
of inquiry, when, already, they are strong in 
assurance. They are asked, in short, to become 
a signal contradiction of the name by which 
they are called. And what reply must the 
faithful inevitably make ? " The questiori has 
been tried, and tried abundantly. With the issue 
of that trial we are perfectly satisfied ; and 
yet you want us to act and look as if we were 
not satisfied — as if we had never read a word of 
the Bible, or did not believe in it — as if we had 
never known, by blessed experience, that our God 
is a God who hears and answers prayer. The 
thing is preposterous — monstrously, ludicrously 
preposterous ! " 

But do it, the scientific sceptic may urge, to 
satisfy me. To satisfy you ? Yes ; but suppose 
that, in attempting to satisfy you, we, with the 
possibility of failing in the attempt, after all inflict 
fatal injury upon ourselves. Just fancy, for one 
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moment, the Church going forth into the world, 
to proclaim " Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ," 
whilst actually consenting to take part in a five 
years' experiment, in order to find out whether 
its own belief was well founded or not. How, 
in the name of reason, could the trumpet give . 
forth a certain sound, lifted by hands which 
were at the same moment putting prayer into the 
crucible and with it the teaching and very 
character of the Lord Jesus Christ ? "What 
would the world say ? Why, of course, it would 
say, " Settle the issues of your own experiment 
first, before you come preaching faith to us." 
The proposal is nothing else, in fact, than an 
attempt .to rob us of shield and sword — to shut 
up our lips in silence, and bind our arms with 
chains ; and all for the bare chance of satisfying 
those who, however learned they may be in 
science, strangely ignore the most elementary 
principles of spiritual and religious truth. For 
this must we restrain, during three or five years, 
our triumphant hallelujahs, bid our hearts check 
the impulses of their divinest enthusiasm, and 
teach our children to learn the language of 
doubt ? But— 

2. Who is to guarantee that all the praying 
power of " the faithftil " shall be gathered up 
and concentrated upon one person or set of 
persons ; upon one hospital or ward ? Prayer 
is a subtle essence; you cannot pound it in 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



14 

pestle and mortar, or embody it in Act of Par- 
liament. You cannot set the voice of suppli- 
cation going, as you would grind tunes out a 
barrel-organ, by merely turning the handle. 
^^ Prayers'^ you may get hold of by means of 
a warrant and a policeman, and much good 
they will do you ! But ^^ prayer " refuses to be 
so commanded. Who, then, is prepared to stand 
sponsor for the praying power of Christendom ? 
The Archbishop of Canterbury — or the Bishop 
of Rome ? * Why, if you got even an approach 
to a general agreement, in less than a week you 
would have hundreds of Christians feeling uneasy 
about the ward or hospital unprayed for. Sup- 
pose the hospital chosen should be Bartho- 
lomew's, and a Christian church in Lambeth — 
say, Mr. Spurgeon's — had one of its members 
badly hurt, and carried to St. Thomas's, do you 
imagine the Church there would restrain "special 
prayer" on behalf of its suffering brother in 
favour of the experiment going on at Bartho- 
lomew's? But, if not, what becomes of the 
experiment ? To carry it out with an approach 
to fairness, you must exclude " special prayer " 
from every other ward and every other hospital 
in the world. 

But even if all such difficulties were sur- 
mounted — 

3. There might be reasons why God could 
not hear such prayers. A person's long sickness 
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or death may be, in the accomplishment of God's 
purposes, necessary to secure a moral and 
spiritual object ; hence Christians always offer 
prayer, as I have said already, with this proviso, 
" if it be possible — if it be right." If not pos- 
sible, if not right, if our prayer clash with 
God's purpose, what about the test then ? Sup- 
pose a Christian father gets injured in a railway 
accident, and God foresees that, by allowing the 
accident to run its natural course into what must 
inevitably, uninterfered with, prove to be death, 
he will ensure a son's conversion. Must God 
give up the son to Satan, and let the purpose 
of His grace wait upon the experiment of our 
unbelief ? 

4. Furthermore, God may refuse to be tested 
in this way. I call attention to this presumption 
the, more emphatically, because already it has 
excited the scornful ire of the author of the 
'^ Hints," who, in his second article, pours forth 
his denunciations thus : " Oh, little estimate of 
the Supreme! My mind revolts against the 
tiny finite who thus seeks to measure, by its 
own frail and irritable temper, the qualities 

of the Infinite I do not think a 

great, benevolent Ruler — a more than Father 
to His creatures — would refiise to show what 
power His children might obtain by asking, sup- 
posing that He had repeatedly exhorted them 
to ask, and had promised to give liberally to 
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all. In making such a supposition, I do but 
follow my opponent's cue, and have no intention 
of lowering my ideal of a Supreme Power to 
the likeness of anything in earth or sky. Only, 
on their own showing, I contend that my critics 
are not warranted in denying that a good deity 
would, probably, regard with favour my request. 
I quite understand that, with the mental and 
moral constitution often attributed to deity, 
some sense of affront to His personal dignity 
might, perhaps, be imagined by some men to 
stand in the way of the Divine compliance. Is it 
more ridiculous, or is it more more painftil 
to learn, that to such a miserable primitive 
type the idea of God has descended ; and that 
in a nation which counts itself not heathen ? " 

In spite, however, of this high scorn, I venture 
to hold to my proposition. So far as God's 
children go, they have been abundantly shown 
the power of prayer, and have no wish to put 
this to the test — none, at least, if they are in sym- 
pathy with his well-beloved Son ; for there was a 
time when He was pressed by the adversary to 
do this very thing — to find out by experiment, 
the experimentof flinging Himself (in dependence 
upon providential interposition, which is the same 
thing as prayer) from the temple pinnacle — and 
His answer to the adversary was, "Thou shalt not 
tempt the Lord thy God." And His brethren will 
say, " We don't want by this, or any other course, 
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to find out *what power we may obtain by- 
asking ; ' it is not a question with which we have 
anything to do ; and we can see several reasons 
why the Great Gpd should refuse to be thus put 
to the test, even by philosophers and scientific 
professors/' Our moral education might be 
affected injuriously by it. The Lord Christ 
appeared, veiled in humiliation, as the son of 
Joseph and Mary, in order that "the thoughts of 
many hearts might be revealed : " in order, that 
is, that men might be proved. And it is quite 
possible that nature may have a special form 
impressed upon it for the same purpose; the 
veil of law, and force, may be, as it were, 
God's self-humiliation and concealment of His 
majesty, in order that our hearts may be probed 
and revealed. And when science steps for- 
ward to lift up that veil, saying in arrogant 
presumption, " I will drag thee to the light," it 
is conceivable that the only answer which proud 
science may receive, shall be an awful silence, 
asking with a pointedness* more forcible than 
any words, " "Who, by searching, can find out 
God ? " Supposing too the Bible to be a true 
revelation (and surely the supposition is not out- 
side the range of possibility), it is quite conceiv- 
able that God may refuse to nullify Himself 
and His past acts by letting it be seen that the 
knowledge of Himself is after all attainable 

without a revelation. In fine, the message to 

c 
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^scientific men, when they suggest such a test, and 
to all of us may be, "You have evidence of the effi- 
cacy of prayer now, all about you, if you will only 
attend to that evidence in the true frame of mind, 
and use it as it ought to' be used ; you have the 
Bible; you have the history of the saints in ever}'- 
age; you have the testimony of thousands of living 
Christians ; you have a Church, the perennial 
monument of the ascension of Christ on high, 
before your very eyes ; and if this is not enough, 
if you " believe not Moses and the prophets, 
neither would you believe, though one rose from 
the dead/' 

5. We must decline the experiment, because 
it is generated in a spirit, and connected with 
ideas, which have no sort of sympathy with 
Christian habits of thought, and which are 
utterly and for ever opposed to conviction. 

Even Professor Tyndall, the most candid and 
enlightened, as well as the most devout, of any of 
that school, can, in his introductory letter, pen 
this sentence : — *' Two opposing parties have 
confronted each other, the one affirming the 
habitual intrusion of supernatural power in answer 
to the petitions of many the other questioning, if 
not denying, any such intrusion." Pause well over 
that sentence — " the one affirming habitual intru- 
sion. Who does affirm " supernatural intrusion" ? 
not we. Evidently, to him, nature is a name for 
an abstract system of forces and laws, outside 
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which, infinitely and for ever removed, stands the 
Almighty ; and the entrance of the Almighty, 
the presence of the hand of God, is an * intrusion 
of supernatural power/ But nature, to us, is 
only a mode of the Divine energy ; " Force," to 
use the words of Dr. Carpenter, " the expression 
of the Divine Will " — that energy, those voli- 
tions, are the substance underlying all pheno- 
mena, and the course of nature is but the out- 
working of that energy. '* What we see is only 
a part, and a very small part, of His ways." 
" God came from Teman, and the Holy One 
from Mount Paran, and His glory covered the 
heavens ; " but " there " also " was the hiding oi 
His power ;" and it is God who is still evermore 
coming forth ; and the answer to prayer is not 
the intrusion of supernatural power at all, but 
only the operation of His everpresent energy in 
the course of nature by the interaction of laws 
already known, or the modifying influence of 
some higher law with which, at present, we are 
unacquainted. 

The author of the " Hints " endeavours to 
impose upon us, in his October article, by 
one of the most palpable fallacies ever in- 
vented. He says : " I have often observed 
invitations to united prayer issued for various 
objects to the religious world, — such as for the 
prosperity of Sunday-schools, the conversion of 
the Jews, or of foreign peoples to Christianity, 
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and that the invitations have been largely and 
devoutly complied with ; yet, and with equal 
solemnity, I have said to the religious world, 
*Let us pray,' and the religious world has 
declined the exercise. Why was my suggestion 
not regarded with favour, and embraced with 
that activity and fervour which would certainly 
have been manifested by many, had I proposed 
special services for the conversion of the 
heathen, instead of for the recovery of the 
sick ? " This occurs on the first page. On the 
seventh page follows this sentence: "I may confess 
that my own very grave doubts upon this question 
(that is, *are events affected by petition to a 
Supreme power?), impelled me to propose a test;" 
and yet the man, who, in grave doubt, proposes 
a test, ventures to affirm that he says " Let us 
pray," in the same spirit as those who set apart 
days for special prayer for the conversion of the 
heathen ? Strange infatuation ! Stranger still 
that he should think the whole Christian world 
would be blind to his sophistry. No, no! Attempt 
concealment as they will, the visage is the 
visage of unbelief and prejudiced ignorance ; and 
we can only give the answer we have given to- 
night. Such a state of mind is fast shut against 
all demonstration. See how Christ dealt with 
it in the Pharisees. He came to them under a 
certain aspect, showing certain signs, and they 
said, " No, we won't have this ; we must have 
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something else. What sign showest thou?" 
His answer was : " An evil generation seeketh 
after a sign, and no sign shall be given but the 
sign of Jonas ; " and His answer to such question- 
ings is still the same. Let not the author of the 
" Hints " insinuate that " these people," as he 
curtly and scornfully calls them, do not believe in 
the efficacy of petition. They do not believe in 
his experiment, and therefore they cannot respond 
to his "Let us pray;" and our final word to 
him, and to all such, is the message which I 
would press home upon you, men and brethren : 
" Except ye become converted, and become as 
little children, ye cannot enter the kingdom of 
heaven." " Believe and be saved." The way to 
rest and full-orbed knowledge and assurance is 
through faith in Christ. Accept Him, then ; lean 
on Him ; flee to Him in prayer now. 

•* Oh, wilt thou in dead silence lie, 
While Christ stands waiting for thy prayer ? 
My soul, thou hast a friend on high ; 
Arise, and try tiiy interest there." 
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ELIJAH AND THE PROPHETS OF BAAL, OR 
THE EXPERIMENT OF MOUNT CARMEL. 



I Kings xviii., 36 to 40. 



Here, undoubtedly, is an experiment which 
does most strikingly and signally illustrate 
the power of prayer. We all, of course, know 
that the miraculous character of the story will 
be with many a fatal objection against it. I am 
so thoroughly convinced, however, that this a 
priori argument against miracles is unscientific 
and indefensible — that it will come to nought, and 
that an overwhelming answer to it will be found 
in the study of the miracles themselves, that I 
will venture to leave it, for the present, unnoticed, 
passing on to consider the scene depicted for us 
in this most graphic narrative, and fixing your 
attention (i) Upon the time and the Man ; and 
(2) Upon the characteristic features in the 
operation of this divinely-accredited test. Let 
us turn our attention — 
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I. To the time and the Man. The meaning 
of an event is very materially affected by its 
relation to the period and the persons with 
whom it stands connected ; and, in order to 
a fair and complete estimate, these must always 
be taken into account. I must, therefore, 
occupy some of your time upon this point, 
and make, in the first place, this preliminary 
general remark : — 

(i.) It was a period of infancy, both intel- 
lectual and spiritual. Humanity had only 
reached ^a very partial development. A few, 
years ago there was published, amid the " Essays 
and Reviews," which aroused so much ex- 
citement and opposition, one entitled " The 
Education of the World," in which the race was 
compared to a colossal man growing up from 
infancy to childhood ; from childhood to youth ; 
from youth to manhood. No one can fail to 
see how much there is of truth and force in the 
comparison ; and if we only bear it in mind, it 
will considerably help us in our discussion to- 
night. This, remember, was the period of the 
childhood of the race. 

(2.) But coming to particulars, let me ask you 
to note that it was a period of great national de- 
moralisation. I need not enter into details — the 
names of Ahab and Jezebel are familiar to you. 
Ahab, a weak, sensual fool, — not without the 
elements of better things, but utterly wrecked 
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by the indulgence of the appetites to which 
he yielded himself a victim, — was guilty of a 
double sin and double blunder ; for not only did 
he commit the folly of marrying more than 
one wife, but he took for his queen an idolatrous 
heathen princess, one of the accursed Canaanites. 
Her father's name is significant — Ethbaal," living 
with Baal, in the favour of Baal;" and he was 
also, according to Josephus, the High Priest of 
Astarte or Ashtoreth. Baal and Ashtoreth were 
two Pagan deities, male and female, whose wor- 
ship was connected with rites of the most foul 
and disgusting kind. One of the immediate 
results of this marriage was the establishment 
of this horrible and shameful idolatry. "A 
house of Baal was built in Samaria, and 450 
prophets appointed to wait at his altar ;" other 
sacred places, called in the Bible " the groves," 
were set apart to Ashtoreth, and 400 prophets, 
specially dedicated to her worship, were fed daily 
at Jezebel's table. Immorality received formal 
recognition ; and you know the weakness and 
depravity of the human heart, which is " de- 
ceitful above all things, and desperately wicked," 
and how easily, therefore, it is drawn to a re- 
cognised sin. But in this, as in so many 
other cases, persecution was called in to help 
the work of moral ruin. The altars of the Lord 
were thrown down, His holy places desecrated, 
His prophets slain. His saints driven into dens 
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and caves of the earth; until, at length, it 
seemed as if the worship of Jehovah Jiad been 
extinguished, and His worshippers exterminated. 
So far as Elijah knew, there was none left beside 
him who had not bowed the knee to Baal. The 
drought which came upon the land, and which 
left it baked and bleak and bare, without a rag 
of foliage upon any tree, or the skeleton of a 
blade of grass above the soil, was but a type of 
its moral desolation. It was an utter waste — a 
miserable, burning desert of earth and dust and 
sand. And the mention of this drought leads on 
to the remark that it was — 

(3.) A period when the nation was reduced into 
desperate straits. The three years' absence of 
rain had resulted in a terrible famine. There 
was no water — no food for man or beast. 
Even Ahab, with his chief officer, had to go 
forth in search of some sort of provender for 
the royal stables. We may suppose, then, that 
the hearts of the people at large, if not of the 
king and queen, were becoming uneasy, and 
open to conviction. It was the approach of a 
crisis. And at this critical moment appears the 
man Elijah upon the scene. Look at him ; his 
very aspect is strange and terrifying ! " Long 
shaggy hair flows down his back, and a large 
rough mantle of sheepskin, fastened around his 
loins by a girdle of hide, is his only covering."* 
• Stanley, " Jewish History." 
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Suddenly he sweeps across the horizon. So 
unexpected are his appearances that "the ancient 
Rabbis believed him to be the fiery Phinehas 
returned to the earth, or an angel hovering on 
the outskirts of the world ; whilst Mussulman 
traditions confound him with the Immortal One, 
the Eternal Wanderer, who appears, ever and 
anon, to set right the wrongs of earth, and 
repeat the experience of ages past.*" Certainly 
he is no carpet knight — no parade soldier. " Of 
all the prophets he may be," as Dean Stanley 
says, " the one who is most removed from modern 
times — from Christian civilisation. There may 
be a wildness, an isolation, a roughness about 
him, contrasting forcibly even with the mild 
beneficence of his immediate successor Elisha, 
still more, with the bright serenity of Isaiah, 
and the plaintive tenderness of Jeremiah ; but, 
most of all, with the patience and loving-kind- 
ness of the Gospel." None, however, can feel 
any doubt that he is the kind of man needed by, 
and most suited to, the times. And none can 
deny that in him is incarnated a spirit of sublime 
moral force. He can dispense with not only 
the luxuries, but the very necessaries of life. 
His home is the wilderness. He comes neither 
eating nor drinking. He tramples down the 
world's fashions; flings from him the world's 
seductive garlands; in every sense, both phy- 
• Stanley, "Jewish History." 
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sically and psychically, he is a hardy man. There 
is no doubt whatever about his position. Unlike 
Obadiah, there is in him no approach to a com- 
promise. He lives a life of splendid inde- 
pendence. " Alone, alone, alone — thrice over is 
the word emphatically repeated" — he stands 
up for the faith once delivered to the saints. 
Alone he confronts the "fierce sensualism" of 
the devil-possessed Jezebel, and defies the storm 
of royal wrath. Alone he challenges the entire 
force of the adversary to a contest between the 
true and the false; and alone upon the rocky 
summit of Carmel he meets, with unfaltering 
determination, the advancing host. It is a splen- 
did sight! On the one hand, the enthroned, 
embattled kingdom of darkness, concentrating 
itself for desperate conflict ; on the other, the 
solitary champion of the kingdom of God, calmly 
facing the assault and defying them to the 
combat. 

How was this splendid moral force produced ? 
What was the element in which it lived and 
moved, and through which it cohered into such 
indomitable confidence and compressed energy ? 
You will find the answer in his own name, Eli- 
jah — Jehovah, my Grod. Yes, there is the secret 
of it all. He was a man of God ; a man who 
dwelt in communion with God. Listen to the 
solemn asseveration in which, ail-unconsciously, 
he reveals his inmost soul : " As the Lord 
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God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand y 
His was no fitful fellowship ; no intermittent 
fever of communion. He realised what it was 
to abide in the secret-place of the Most High ; 
and, consequently, he was strong — strong in the 
Lord, and in the power of His might — strong 
because the hand of the Lord was upon him ; 
for ever girding and consolidating all in Him 
that was noble and heaven-begotten into a 
character of righteousness and truth. It was 
because the hand of the Lord was upon him that 
he was swift to run ; mighty in endurance ; fear- 
less and intense in conflict ; and here is an aspect 
of the subject which we must not allow to be 
overlooked. Who have been the divinest heroes 
in the battle of life ? who have fought that battle 
most nobly and most persistently unto the good 
of humanity and unto the glory of God ? I hesi- 
tate not to say that they have been men of 
prayer. The men of prayer — the men who have 
truly lived in intimate and constant commu- 
nion with the unseen God — are always men of 
force ; men of moral stamina \ men of nerve and 
muscle and sinew. I could tell of those in 
whose nature were the seeds of a development 
so doubtful, that it seemed a chance whether 
they would become members of Christ's Church 
or the most reckless devotees of the devil, who 
yet, persevering in prayer, have become spiritual 
heroes, worthy of a place in " the noble army 
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of martyrs." " Wait upon God, and He shall 
strengthen thy heart." All, the higher affinities, 
which are feeble and flickering, will be nursed 
into a clear, a strong, a settled flame of life in 
God and amid the heavenlies. The gristle of 
spiritual infancy will be matured into the bone 
of spiritual manhood. "Baptized in fire," all 
that is sensuous and defective and unstable will, 
like the very earth and stones and water of the 
altar on Mount Carmel, be taken hold of and re- 
fined into the substance of the heavenly flame, 
until, finally, this life of communion reaches its 
fitting climax and triumphant culmination in the 
chariot of fire ; wherein, seraph like, the spirit 

'' Mounts and soars away 
To the bright realms of ^endless day," 

and, victorious over the burden of the flesh, 
becomes clothed upon with incorruption, " mor- 
tality being swallowed up of life." 

Turn now to consider : — 

II. The characteristic features of this divinely- 
accredited test. 

You will bear in mind that the ground which 
I have taken up in this discussion has been 
this : — I have not said that a believer in God, 
and in Christ, is bound by his very position 
to reject, unreservedly, all idea of an experi- 
mental test being applied to prayer; this is 
an abstract question, which I have not touched. 
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My argument has been, — "Let it be granted 
that a test is lawful; every Christian man is 
bound to exercise his judgment upon the form 
of the test proposed, and unless it commend 
itself to his conscience and common-sense, the 
adoption of it becomes, from the very nature 
of the case, impossible ; because, lacking the 
vital element of faith, it could not lead to any 
settled issue. I have shown reason why, in my 
opinion, the " Tyndall test " could not fail to be 
rejected, and, amongst other things, showed that 
the practical difficulties were so great as to be 
insurmountable ; whilst, if all these were re- 
moved, the radical objection would yet remain, 
that it is a sceptical experiment, which would 
place " the faithful " in a false position, in an 
attitude of half-believing inquiry, for, at least, 
three or five years. 

Quite different is the case before us now. 
The experiment (if, indeed, it can be called 
an experiment) is pro]f)osed by faith; it is one 
in which Elijah himself believes ; not for one 
moment can the faintest suspicion of scepticism 
attach itself to him. Through the instrumen- 
tality of miraculous energy, the question is 
capable of an immediate issue. Manifestly 
there are conditions here which put the whole 
occurrence, apart by itself, as a case sut generis. 
It may be asked. Why do not you Christians 
propose an experiment of the same kind? I 
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will come to that question directly ; meanwhile, 
let me try to bring the entire scene vividly 
before your minds. 

The place is Carmel. " Carmel/' says 
Dean Stanley, " is not so much a moun- 
tain as a ridge; and at the eastern ex- 
tremity, which is also the highest point, is a 
spot marked out alike by tradition and by 
natural features as one of the most authentic 
localities of the Old Testament history. The 
tradition is unusually trustworthy, and the 
localities adapt themselves to the event in 
almost every particular. There may well have 
stood on its sacred * high place ' the altar 
of the Lord, which Jezebel had cast down. 
Close beneath, on a wide upland sweep, under 
the shade of ancient olives, and round a well of 
water, said to be perennial, and which may, 
therefore, have escaped the general drought, 
and have been able to furnish water for the 
trenches round the altar, must have been 
ranged, on the one side, king and people, with 
the four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal, and 
on the other side, the solitary and commanding 
figure of the prophet of the Lord. Full before 
them opened the whole plain of Esdraelon, with 
Tabor and its kindred ranges in the distance. 
On the rising ground, at the opening of its 
valley, the city of Jezreel, with Ahab's palace 
and Jezebel's temple, is distinctly visible; in the 
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nearer foreground, immediately under the base 
of the mountain, was clearly seen the winding 
stream of the Kishon, working its way through 
the narrow pass of the hills into the Bay of 
Acre." 

Such was the scene; such the recollections 
of the past; such the sights of the present, 
amid which the momentous conflict was to be 
fought — a fitting theatre^ truly, in every sense. 
Here Jehovah's representative, in presence of 
assenibled king and priests and people, flings 
out upon the breeze the standard of a formal 
challenge, and lifts up his war-cry. " No com- 
promise " is the tone of that war-cry. " How 
long do ye go limping, first on one knee, and 
then on the other, halting between two opinions ? 
If Jehovah be God, follow Him ; but if Baal, then 
follow him." The prophets of Baal shall take 
the first chance ; the whole day is before them, 
let them use importunity, for *' they think they 
shall be heard for their much speaking." I 
doubt whether, under the proposed conditions, 
and amid circumstances so hopelessly opposed 
to fraud, they would have accepted the gage of 
battle. But they cannot help themselves. Elijah 
has made his appeal to the people ; the voice of 
universal suffrage has approved his oflfer, and, 
at all hazards, they must go on : they dare not, 
they cannot, retreat. 
The praying commences ; with steady march 
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sweeps the chariot of the sun over the heights 
of Gilboa and Tabor, until its meridian beams 
flame down upon the waiting mass, and still the 
supplication is poured forth, "O Baal, hear 
us ! " The rugged prophet heaps sarcasm upon 
them ; and, just as in early Saxon times, at 
the Council of Godmundham in East Anglia, 
one Coifi, who had been converted by the 
preaching of Paulinus, proposed, in an elo- 
quent harangue, the overthrow of their idols ; 
and, " casting aside his priestly garments, and 
calling for arms, and mounting a horse, galloped 
up to the shrine where the chief idols stood, and 
hurled his lance into the sacred inclosure, thus 
profaning the consecrated fane," in order to 
show his conviction ^of the vanity of the gods 
they worshipped ; so now this rough wilderness 
seer, in order to demonstrate more signally the 
hoUowness of their faith, hurls defiant taunts 
against their trusted Baal, and pours scornful and 
derisive invective upon his name. Goaded and 
lashed into a fury of excitement by these taunts, 
the priests leap upon the altar, break forth into 
wild dances, and cut themselves with knives — 
but all in vain ; ** there was neither voice, nor 
any to answer, nor any that regarded/* 

At the time of the evening sacrifice, Elijah 
comes to the front. " He takes twelve stones out 
of the sacred heap into which the original shrine 
of Jehovah had been demolished, and with these 
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twelve stones he builds an altar;" thus sig- 
nificantly raising his banner in the name of the 
Lord — the covenant King of the twelve tribes of 
Israel. Every criterion which the most rigid 
criticism can demand shall be complied with. 
Let the people come near, so as the more easily 
to detect imposture, if any should be attempted. 
Let a trench be dug. Let the wood, and the 
bullock, and the stones be drenched with water; 
let it be done a second time ; and yet again a 
third, until the whole place is saturated, and 
the ditch filled with the streaming tide. 

And now comes the critical instant. I fancy 
that I see the multitude held spellbound in an 
agony of suspense ; not a sound is heard, not a 
breath is drawn. How will it fare with the sup- 
pliant and his petition ? Will the heaven still be 
as iron, pitilessly hardened against every en- 
treaty, and black with exceeding blackness ? 
Hark ! the prayer has commenced : " Lord Grod of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel." Ah ! there is pro- 
phetic insight in the employment of that name 
Israel. There is a ring of hope, a swell of promise 
in its very sound. Well said, thou holy successor 
of the ancient wrestler ; surely thou hast caught 
the might by which he prevailed, and became a 
Prince of God ! Yes ; for, look ! the sky is 
kindling with a strange unearthly gleam ; down 
flashes the celestial flame, glorifying the evening 
twilight into midday splendour ; swallowing up 
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sacrifice and altar, stones and water, into its 
resistless all-conquering energy. The victory is 
complete; and from the astonished and pro- 
strate multitude there rises, after the first moment 
of awe-stricken stillness, but one great sobbing 
response, at the same time an acknowledgment 
of defeat and a paean of triumph : " Jehovah, He 
is Grod ! Jehovah, He is Grod ! " 

And why should not this be taken as an ex- 
periment suflBlciently satisfying ? Here is prayer 
put to the test, and the story tells us that the 
test was so successftd as to establish its efficacy 
beyond a doubt. Why should it not be received ? 
Is not the book in which it occurs a historical 
book ? Do not we accept it without question 
as authentic, when it relates the building of the 
temple under Solomon, and the rupture of the 
kingdom under Rehoboam ? Why should it not 
be accepted as authentic, when it describes the 
challenge of Elijah, and the descent of fire from 
heaven in answer to his crying ? 

Two objections will, probably, be urged ; and 
before our discussion of the subject can be 
deemed complete I must notice, and try to 
remove, these two objections. 

I. Every one is sure to feel, more or less, 
the moral difficulty which grows out of the 
slaughter of the prophets of Baal, at the 
brook Kishon. How can that be true, it 
may be asked, which stands connected with 
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an act so barbarous and cruel ? To this, 
two kinds of reply may be given : There 
may be some who will defend the deed on the 
ground that it was justified, or at least ex- 
cused by the previous persecution which had 
been let loose upon the church of God, and that 
it was required by the moral necessities of the 
people. It is true that for the moment, excited 
by the miraculous interposition, they were crying 
out, " Jehovah, He is God ; '* but their faith was 
only a flickering spark, which, under unfavour* 
able influences, would be easily quenched. Give 
I hem back to the baneful energy of those four 
hundred and fifty prophets, and where will their 
faith be in another week ? Does not the national 
safety, and the preservation of the national re- 
ligion require the extermination of the whole 
accursed brood ? Besides, does not Elijah stand 
for the moment the representative both of God 
and of the people ? Is he not the incarnation of 
Divine and human righteousness — the true vice- 
gerent of the great King of kings, and the true 
monarch and judge of the nation, who wields 
the weapons of public justice ? 

Such reasoning would possess much plausi- 
bility and some degree of truth ; but it is not 
the ground I would choose. It is plain that, 
on Christian principles, persecution cannot 
justify persecution ; and with me it is equally a 
commonplace, that no persecution, or emplpy- 
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ment of force of any kind, promotes in the long 
run moral recovery ; it may appear to secure a 
present advantage, but I believe it will be in the 
end at the cost of permanent injury and future 
retribution. God's moral and spiritual forces 
are mighty enough to " bring forth judgment 
unto victory," without the intervention of man's 
bungling and bloody hand. Put your trust in 
them, and in them only. " Behold my servant, 
whom I uphold ; mine elect in whom my soul 
delighteth. I have put my spirit upon him ; he 
will not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to 
be heard in the streets." These forces may seem 
to suffer present defeat, and overthrow, and 
stagnation ; they may lead you to the crown of 
thorns, and the cross ; but out of the cross, will 
grow the throne, and the diadem, and the blood 
of the martyrs shall be the seed of the church. 

Now there appears to me to be a waste, a 
wildness, an excessive and unregulated fierce- 
ness about this avenging slaughter which leads 
me to suspect that Elijah made a mistake. 
The whole difficulty rests upon the assumption 
that an inspired man must of necessity be 
an immaculate man. Was the inspired Peter 
immaculate, when he dissembled at Antioch? 
Take into consideration Elijah's times and 
training; they were rugged times, and his 
had been a rugged training. Man, at the 
best, is only man; taken hold of by the 
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infinite Spirit of God, his finite faculties, are 
strained to an intensity too great for them to 
bear ; and, " the flesh being weak," he breaks 
over into an exaggerated onesided outburst — ^his 
inspiration becomes fanaticism, his enthusiasm 
frenzy. The Reformation was followed by 
deeds of blood. Persecution in this case excited 
persecution ; but who on that account, among 
Protestants, denies that the Reformation was a 
movement suggested by the Holy Ghost, and 
that the great leaders in it were men inspired 
and directed by God ? I apply the same prin- 
ciple here, and I find what I conceive to be 
'Divine authority for my view, in the language 
of the Apostle James—" Elias prayed earn- 
estly, that it might not rain, and it did not 
rain." He was a man inspired of God : but 
he was *^ a man stcbject to like passions as we 
are" and therefore, influenced partly by the 
feeling and opinions of the times in which he 
lived, and by the training which he had received, 
he slew the prophets of Baal at Klishon. It was 
the human element and drawback. And I find 
confirmation of this view in the occurrences 
which follow. He ran away ; his grand courage 
failed him; he became a coward. What was 
that ? It was God's quiet rebuke of his exagge- 
rated excitement and unseemly zeal — a rebuke 
which is almost put into an articulate lesson, 
when, standingat the mouth of the cave at Horeb, 
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" earthquake, and fire, and whirlwind pass by," 
but " the Lord," is not in any of these — He is 
only " in the still small voice," a voice which 
announces to Him the end of his prophetic 
mission and bids him anoint the gentler 
spirited Elisha in his room. 

2, But the radical objection lies, I expect, in 
the miraculous character of the story. The as- 
sumption is this : " miracles are impossible, and 
a story which relates a miracle, however well 
supported by evidence, must be false. These 
people lived in an uncritical age, they were 
therefore easily imposed upon ; we have become 
critical, therefore miracles have ceased. If mira- 
cles were eyer wrought, why are they not 
wrought now ? And, if Elijah's history have any 
reality, why don't you propose to put prayer to 
the same test, as you say Elijah did?" It 
would, of course, be the utmost folly to pretend 
an exhaustive reply on this miraculous aspect ; 
but my answer would be twofold, and it would 
be this. 

(i.) We may venture to claim from science the 
acknowledgment that God is a skilful instructor, 
adapting His methods of teaching to the age and 
mental condition of His pupil. Already we have 
said, more than once, that the world at this 
time was in its youthful stage, needing to be 
taken hold of by marvellous portents — by strik- 
ing symbolic representations of God's presence 
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and power ; needing to be reached and taught 
by pictures and by signs. When people say, 
then, with a sneer, " We have become critical and 
miracles have ceased," I am not moved by the 
sneer. I answer, " Precisely so ; because you 
are critical, this is one reason why miracles have 
been withdrawn. They are only for mankind, 
under special conditions. You can hear Grod's 
voice in the ordinary operation of His ordinary 
laws. Since Elijah lived, science has made 
splendid progress : astronomy has revealed it3 
wonders ; you are advanced enough to apprehend 
and appreciate truthy and, if you occupy the stand- 
point where alone God deals with any many truth 
will be as mighty to you as miracle was to 

them. 

<' Faith asks no signal from the skies, 
To show that prayers accepted rise. 
Our Priest is in the holy place. 

And answers from the throne of grace ; 
No need of prophets to inquire — 

The sun is risen, the stars retire. 
The Comforter is come, and sheds 
His holy unction on our heads.'* 

In short, to propose the testing of prayer by 
a miracle would be an anachronism ; as much 
an anachronism as if you were to set about 
teaching an adult what a lion is, by drawing 
him a picture of the animal upon the blackboard 
of the infant-class. But — 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



41 

(2.) We have proposed our experiment, or, 
rather, we have accepted the experiment en- 
trusted to us by the Lord Jesus Christ ; it is an 
experiment in perfect keeping with the spirit of 
the age. It has been in progress ever since the 
days of the Apostles, and it is succeeding. 
The Church consists professedly of men be- 
lieving in the God and Father of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ ; and the Church has pos- 
sessed the world — " the meek have inherited 
the earth." The weapons of our warfare are 
not carnal, but they are mighty through Grod. 
We are aiming at moral regeneration, and, 
through that, at physical reorganisation. Ask 
us to make prayer for any hospital a test, and 
we cannot consent; we should not feel sure 
about it ; we should have to pray with an " if it 
be possible ;" but praying for the conversion of 
mankind we are sure of our object. We are 
praying tnfatihy AND WE SHALL WIN. For the 
force of this spiritual ene*rgy is not expended yet. 
The sacramental host, though they go forth clad 
not in the world's trusted and vaunted armour, 
but "in fine linen, white and clean," yet, 
because they " go forth after Him who has on 
His head many crowns," march on "conquer- 
ing, and to conqtiery In saying this we do not 
depreciate science ; for all that it is doing within 
its own department, we are thankftil : it is cut- 
ting out new channels for human knowledge to 
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flow through ; it is enlarging the capacities of 
the human mind. All success to it! Mean- 
while, we will go on with our divinely- 
appointed work in our divinely-appointed way. 
The result of this form of experiment must take 
a long time to make itself felt in all its force. 
So it was in the primitive ages. For three hun- 
dred years the Church went on praying. The 
world fought a stubborn battle : it raged down 
upon the elect of Christ in a perfect tempest 
of fury ; the elect breasted the tempest in faith 
and prayer. It is related that the Emperor 
Marcus Aurelius was entirely changed in dis- 
position and pblicy towards the Christians 
through tl^e instrumentality of a Christian 
legion, which, upon a critical day, kneeled down 
to pray in sight of the whole army, and was 
answered in a thunderstorm, whereby the thirst 
of the Imperial soldiers was slaked and their 
enemies discomfited. Whether a fact or not, the 
story is S3mibolic of what was indisputably true. 
The battle against the world, the flesh, and the 
devil, was won by men of prayer. The empire was 
finally conquered by men of prayer; and so it will 
be yet. Many years may intervene, but the march 
of time will only the more surely vindicate our 
position. The old story shall repeat itself; the 
power of prayer shall make itself abundantly 
plain until all shall confess it, and the heavens 
above are blazing for them with " the sign of the. 
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Son of Man." And though the scientific spirit, 
like the apostate Emperor Julian, fall back upon 
a philosophical paganism, and so seek to push 
the faith once delivered to the saints out of the 
world ; as " Tandem victsH GaltlcBey' was his 
dying cry, so "Thou at last hast conquered, 
O Galilean!" shall be the confession wrung also 
from its lips, the faculties which it has enlarged 
being flooded with the light of spiritual truth, 
and the channels which it has excavated " being 
filled with the knowledge of the Lord, as the 
waters cover the mighty deep." 
• Is no one here disposed to join this conquer- 
ing host ? If there is, I have only to say to you 
that the first thing to be done is to " enter in at 
the strait gate," to believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ ; for " this is the victory that overcometh 
the world, even our faith." Those who fight 
this battle successfully fight it only in the Lord 
Jesus, and, overcome by the "blood of the 
Lamb." "Take unto you, then, the whole 
armour of Grod." " How long halt ye between 
two opinions ? If Jehovah be God, follow Him ; 
and if Baal be God, then follow him." 
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PRAYER AND THE FORTNIGHTLY REVIEW ; 
OR, PRAYER TESTED BY STATISTICS. 



Job XXI. (iMSthre'JS) and Luke xvm. i. 



This evening's subject is founded upon an article 
which appeared in the August number of the 
Fortnightly RevteWy entitled " Statistical Inquiry 
into the Efficacy of Prayer." Additional em- 
phasis was given to the sentiments contamed 
in this paper in consequence of the loud approval 
bestowed upon it by the original proposer of the 
" Hospital Test," who writes in the Contemporary 
for October thus : — " As a contribution towards 
the solution of the problem of prayer, it is im- 
possible to overrate Mr. Galton's laborious and 
scientific record relating to the subject, nor to 
overlook its importance. Had I done nothing 
more than elicit the production of this last work 
of his, I should have been amply content." 
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Here is a " Scientific Record," produced by 
a scientific man of great eminence, and declared^ 
on what we may suppose to be high authority, 
"so important" that it cannot be "overrated." 
I purpose, then, examining this record ; and, in 
order to give you the opportunity of fairly esti- 
mating its force for yourselves, will put before 
you the views, which it will be my duty to 
criticise, in the writer's own words. 

It is quite probable that some may have a 
doubt whether a course of sermons, partaking 
somewhat of a controversial character, can be 
of very much advantage ; and especially whether 
to-night's subject is of a kind fitted for the 
pulpit, or likely to be profitable to a Christian 
congregation. I conceive, however, that it is a 
duty of the minister of Him who is " Head over 
all things to the Church," to be grappling, as God 
gives him ability, with living questions — ^with 
the very questions upon which men's minds are 
being exercised and agitated. Now there is a 
wide-spread, though only half-uttered feeling, 
that what scientific men declare about any sub- 
ject whatever, must, of necessity, be true. And 
if I can show (as I hope and confidently expect to 
do), that these vaunted generalisations, framed out 
of the statistics of prayer, instead of being con- 
ceived and delivered in the spirit of true science, 
are but the vapourings of a heedless and baseless 
rhetoric — if I can show, moreover, that in spite 
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of the recent outburst of cold-blooded criticism, 
the school of science represented in these writers 
has advanced so far, and is conceding so much 
that, instead of there being any cause for alarm, 
there is everything to fill us with a spirit of hope 
and joyful triumph — I trust the service rendered 
to religion and to the Church will be sufficient 
to vindicate my departure firom the established 
routine which is often beautiful in proportion as 
it is lifeless, and a^ powerless as it is precise. 
At all events, I shall have discharged, however 
inadequately, what to me has been a solemn 
duty to my Lord and Saviour, for Whose cause 
and truth I desire evermore to stand up with 
reverence as regards Him, and fearless boldness 
as regards everybody else. And I shall have 
accomplished, however imperfectly, a purpose 
undertaken with prayer for Grod's guidance, and 
carried out in a spirit of dependence upon the 
Holy Ghost, the source of all true teaching, and 
the spring of all real power. 

In choosing one part of my text out of Job, 
let me say at once that I have no intention 
of insinuating an accusation which, to some, 
the context might seem to suggest. I merely 
take the sentence as being in its tone, a fair 
embodiment of the sentiments which I am about 
to examine. Let me add that, whilst praying to 
be preserved from every syllable unworthy of 
Christian charity and Christian courtesy, I shall 
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not hesitate to use the most forcible language 
which I can find to express convictions which 
are certainly decided and, possibly, somewhat 
indignant. 

The paper, or article, may be divided into two 
parts, viz.: — i. The Statistical Inquiry proper ; 
and 2. Miscellaneous Observations. Beginning 
with the " Statistical Inquiry," our first extract 
is one which relates to "The general use of 
prayer." 

" A prima facte argument," writes the reviewer, 
"in favour of the efficacy of prayer, may be drawn 
from the very general use of it. How vain, it 
may be urged, must be the reasoning that ven- 
tures to oppose this mighty consensus of belief. 
Not so; the argument of universality either proves 
too much, or it is suicidal. It' either compels 
us to admit that the prayers of Pagans, of 
Fetish worshippers, and of Buddhists who use 
pra3ring-wheels, are recompensed in the same 
way as orthodox believers, or else the general 
consensus proves that it has no better foundation 
than the universal tendency of man to gross 
credulity." 

I shall have more to say about this remark- 
able reasoning a little further on ; but I cannot 
forbear interrupting the course of the extracts, 
to observe how utterly the writer has missed 
what is the real point in the argument 
based upon the universality of prayer, which is 
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this; not that because there is this mighty 
" consensus of belief/' therefore praying every- 
where, and at all times, must be efficacious ; but 
that this consensus proves praying to be a Di: 
vinely-implanted instinct — an original intuition 
— inspired into primitive man with the breath of 
God. The nature of the misconception may be 
shown by the analogous example of sacrifice. 
It is often urged in works of theology, that sacri- 
fice is practised among all nations without ex- 
ception. What is the conclusion drawn from 
this fact ? — that all sacrifices are efficacious ? — 
that all sacrifices, including human offerings at 
the shrine of Moloch, are true atonements ? Ab- 
surd ! The universality of the practice is only ad- 
vanced as affording a strong presumption that, 
however distorted and disfigured, it is yet a per- 
verted institution of God. And the mighty con- 
sensus in regard to prayer, would never, I should 
imagine, be urged for any other purpose than to 
show that men ought — however imperfectly they 
may do it — that men ought always to pray. 

But to return to our extracts. The next is 
introduced thus : " Public prayer for the sove- 
reign of every State, Catholic and Protest^t, 
is, and has been, in the spirit of our own, * Grant 
her in health long to live.' Now, as a matter of 
fact, has this prayer any efl&cacy ? " Such is the 
statement of the question. 

The answer is given in a table entitled "Mean 
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Age attained by Males of various classes who 
had survived their 30th year, from 1758 to 1843 — 
deaths by accident or violence excluded." The 
table has three columns, the first of which gives 
the number of people whose lives are com- 
pared ; the second, the average term reached by 
each class; and the third, the average term 
reached by eminent persons in that class: thus — 





Number. 


Average. Eminent Men 


Members of Royal Houses . 


. 91 


.. 64-04 .. 


Clergy 


. 94-5 


. . 69-49 . . 66-42 


Lawyers 


. 294 


. . 68-14 .. 66 51 


Doctors 


. 24.4 


.. 67-31 .. 66-07 



The following are the deductions : — 

" The Sovereigns are literally the shortest lived 
of all ; the prayer has, therefore, no efficacy. 

** It will be seen that the same table collates the 
longevity of clergy, lawyers, and medical men. 
We are justified in considering the clergy to 
be a far more prayerful class than the other 
two. It is their profession to pray; we do 
not, however, find that the clergy are in any 
way more long-lived in consequence. ... In the 
category of eminent men, the clergy are shorter- 
lived than lawyers or medical men. Hence, the 
prayers of the clergy for protection, recovery 
from sickness, &c., appear to be futile in result." 

Another part of the article deals with the case 
of missionaries. After giving reasons why mis- 
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sionaries should be specially protected, the ques- 
tion is asked, " Do they enjoy such special pro- 
tection ? " and the answer is, " On the contrary, 
they die, one after the other y shortly after their 
arrival. Comparative immunity from disease 
compels the suspension of no purely material 
law. Tropical fever, e.g,y is due to many subtle 
causes, partly under man's control. A single 
hour's exposure to sun, or wet, or fatigue, will 
determine an attack. Now, even if God acted 
only on the minds of missionaries, His action 
might be as much to the advantage of their health 
as if He wrought a physical miracle. We must 
not dwell upon the evidences of individual cases, 
and say this was a providential escape ; but we 
must take broad averages of mortality, and when 
we do so we find that the missionaries do not 
form a favoured class." 

It would be a very rash proceeding, indeed, 
in me, to meddle with a purely statistical ques- 
tion — ^for, so far as I can see, a clever and prac- 
tised manipulator can do anything with statistics, 
and, according to the standpoint from which 
he looks at them, prove not only that black 
is white, but any other colour in the universe 
which you like to mention ; and it appears as 
if the Lord Jesus Christ's words, " men ought 
always to pray, and not to fainty* suggested 
that probably statistics might, to human short- 
sightedness, go against his people. But, look- 
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ing at it as a mere question of statistics, I 
cannot refrain jfrom offering one or two obser- 
vations which occur to my own mind with con- 
siderable force.' 

I. The prayer to which the writer refers is 
for " sovereigns " — the table by which he seeks to 
prove his point relates to ^^ male members of Royal 
houses'' I should very much like to know 
where the point of connection is found. A 
statistical table which, professing to estimate 
the average term of the lives of sovereigns, 
excludes (Jueens, and includes the various 
members of Royal houses, strikes me as being 
anything but scientific. The prayer for the 
Queen is "Grant her in health and wealth 
long to live ; " but the prayer for the Royal 
family is: "Endue them with thy Holy Spirit, 
enrich them with thy heavenly grace, pros- 
per them with all happiness, and bring them 
to thine everlasting kingdom, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord." Not one word, you see, 
about health or long life. The Prince of 
Wales is "a member of a Royal House," 
and so is the Duke of Edinburgh, and so 
is the Duke of Cambridge. And yet the argu- 
ment which says, " members of Royal houses 
are the shortest lived of any class, ergOy prayer 
for the reigning sovereign has no eflScacy," is 
the boasted result of a severe scientific induc- 
tion ! 

E 2 
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Again, a comparison of the lives of clergymen, 
doctors, and lawyers, shows, so far as I can 
make out, that 945 of the first attained an 
average of 69'49, against 244 of the second and 
294 of the last, who attained an average respec- 
tively of 67*31 and 68*14. Now, it seems to me 
that, to make the comparison anything like fair, 
an equal number of each class should be taken. 
If 975 men reach an average of 69 years, that 
looks to me very much more wonderful, than 
that 244 men should reach an average of 67 years. 
It does not, of necessity, follow, that the clergy 
are alwaySy as a class, a more prayerful set of 
men than either the doctors or the lawyers. I 
am not prepared to concede that they are. A 
doctor of medicine can pray just as truly> just 
as effectively, as a doctor of divinity. But I 
merely note this point in order to intimate that, 
even upon his own ground, and from a statisti- 
cal point of view, the tables are capable of being 
very considerably turned. 

I could suggest several other criticisms ; 
but I must pass on, only asking you to look 
for one moment at what is said about our 
missionaries. I know not on what data his 
conclusion is based, when he asserts that " they 
die, one after another, shortly after their arrival." 
At all events, it is not true of Baptist mission- 
aries ; for I am able to state positively, through 
the kindness of one of the Secretaries, who has 
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scientifically and closely examined the question 
for a special purpose — that out of 50 missionaries 
connected with our own Society, whose lives were 
insured at an average age of 28, only ten have 
died during an average term of 15 years. I 
think, if a writer in a public periodical pro- 
fesses to deal with a question statistically, he 
should take some trouble to find out that his as- 
sumptions come somewhere near the region of 
sober truth and fact. 

But, so much for statistics. What must strike 
every one obviously and surprisingly is the dense 
and more than heathen darkness, the utter, in- 
credible ignorance, displayed as to what prayer 
really is. I imagine that many of those Pagan 
worshippers — so flippantly disposed of with a 
sneer, as if no petitiotiy offered by a Pagan, ever 
had been or ever could be heard — could teach the 
man of science something upon this point. 
Evidently, his idea is that all " prayers'' must 
of necessity be " prayer.'* The praying-wheel 
of the Buddhist, which he so sarcastically in- 
stances, is the very embodiment of his concep- 
tion. Every time a form of words — as, e.g.^ 
" Grant her in health long to live " — is uttered 
by the lips, round goes the wheel, carrying with 
it all the force of fellowship with Deity. At 
least, this is so, whenever the form of words is 
spoken by a clergyman. Let him only open his 
mouth, and Heaven mtist listen ! ! As if, posi- 
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tively, the reviewer had never heard of the 
parable of the "Publican and Pharisee," and had 
never suspected that, even with those "whose 
profession," as he says, " it is to pray," prayer 
might become nothing more than a profession — 
the "mere worship of the lips" — and of less 
avail than the chattering of a magpie or the 
muttering of an ape. 

But, more striking still, and at the root of this 
misapprehension of the nature of prayer, is an 
apparent inability to understand what the Chris- 
tian life really is. Prayer is only the expression of 
that life — a life of trust in God's wisdom andlove 
— a life of submission to His will. As we have 
had occasion to notice more than once already, 
prayer, being the expression of that life, always 
adds, " if it be possible." No man, who is truly 
and deeply religious, says to God, " Spare my 
life, continue my health," without adding, either 
explicitly or implicitly, " if it be right, if it be 
best in Thy sight." Take the case of the mis- 
sionary. How does he go out ? As a soldier 
goes out into the battle, of course, prepared^ 
if need fe, to diey not to show a good average 
in a statistical table. He settles down in a 
district of swamp and fever. Suppose it were 
an injunction laid upon him to ask God so 
to influence his mind as never to go out to 
preach the Gospel except when it was perfectly 
compatible with safety and comfort to do so ! ! 
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Fancy a missionary praying thus : ** O Lord, 
if there is any danger of my getting wet, I 
beseech Thee to keep me at home, in comfort and 
safety, beneath my own well-protected roof ! ! " 
It might have a favourable effect upon statistical 
averages; but what would become of his mis- 
sionary character and calling ? and what would 
become of the poor perishing souls whom he 
was sent to save ? 

The Fortnightly Reviewer y indeed, does not seem 
to have the faintest glimmer of a suspicion that 
the missionary's mission has any reference to 
men's redemption ; and, if he had, would, pro- 
bably, laugh the idea of their ruin, and con- 
sequent need of redemption, to scorn. The 
missionary, however, goes out simply because 
he believes men are dying and Christ alone 
can save them, and because he has had en- 
trusted to him the Gospel which announces 
this Saviour for a lost world. He goes out 
to seek the lost, taking his life in his hands, 
after the example of Him, the Incarnate Son 
of God, Whose life, the grandest life ever con- 
ceived — grandest in purpose and grandest in 
results — ^would have made a very poor show 
in a table of statistical averages. He says, 
" Lord, if I only break up the ground, and 
prepare the way, and then die, I shall feel I 
have accomplished my ministry ; or if, by my 
blood, I sow the seed of the Church, I shall 
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know that I have done my work." Stephen 
becomes a preacher, and is martyred. Saul of 
Tarsus, hears him preach ; and is probably so 
affected by his death, that this becomes a very 
mighty moral force in the hands of Jesus Christ, 
working towards his conversion. Did Stephen 
live in vain ? Was his mission a failure ? Was his 
prayer unheard r A man may go out, and live 
only five years; during those five years he may 
be the means of opening the door to Christian- 
ity ; he may be able to translate a book out of 
the Bible which shall carry the seed of truth 
into hundreds of hearts, and then he may die — 
die because he went out. But is his dying a 
proof that the work is undone, or prayer un- 
heard ? In those five years every purpose of 
God and of his own spirit may be accomplished, 
and every desire of his heart answered; but, 
then, where are your statistics, and your aver- 
ages, and your scientific inductions, and your 
arithmetical tables ? 

Evidently this is a subject out of the range 
of statistics. A man may ask God to open 
up a field of labour to him, although he knows 
that in so doing he is practically asking Gt)d 
to shorten his life. The stronger faith becomes 
(which is the vital element of prayer) the less 
it will care about the animal life — the more 
about losing the life in order to save it — ^to save 
it in moral development and spiritual energy. 
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How can you put all that into a table of statis- 
tics ? It is impossible. Indeed, the very- 
attempt to measure prayer by statistics is a 
piece of gross blundering — the blundering of 
that " blind unbelief" which is 

" Sure to err, 
And scan His work in vain." 

And, scarcely have I ever met with a more 
striking commentary upon the Apostle's words : 
" The natural man (however well trained, how- 
ever well informed, however learned in literature 
and science) receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto him ; 
neither can he know them, because they are 
spiritually discerned." " I thank Thee, Father, 
Maker of Heaven and earth, because Thou hast 
hid these things from the wise and prudent, and 
hast revealed them unto babes." 

I must go on to quote, for your benefit, a 
couple of extracts out of the writer's miscel- 
laneous observations. And let me say this, by 
way of preparation, that I do not quote them for 
the sake of creating an impression or exciting 
against the author the blind, prejudiced, un- 
christian ^"^ odium theologtcunty* but simply for 
the sake of showing how unscientific, and un- 
critical, and wholly unreliable, science, when 
presuming to speak on such subjects as this, can 
come to be. 
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Here then is one : — " When we pray, in 
our liturgy, that * the nobility may be endued 
with grace, wisdom, and understanding,' we 
pray for that which is clearly incompatible with 
insanity. Does that frightful scourge spare 
our nobility ? Does it spare very religious 
people more than others ? The answer is an 
emphatic negative to both these questions. The 
nobility, probably from their want of wholesome 
restraints felt in the humbler walks of life, and 
from their intermarriages — and the very religious 
people of all denominations y probably from their 
meditations upon hell — are peculiarly subject to it. 
Religious madness is very common indeed." 

Here is another : — " The civil liberty we enjoy 
in England, and the energy of our race, have 
given rise to a number of institutions, societies, 
commercial adventures, political meetings, and 
combinations of all sorts — some of these are 
exclusively clerical, some lay, and others mixed. 
It is impossible for a person to have taken a 
share in active life without having had abun- 
dant means of estimating for himself, and of 
hearing the opinion of others, on the value of a 
preponderating clerical element on business 
committees ; for my own part, I never heard a 
favourable one. The procedure of Convocation, 
which, like all exclusively clerical meetings, is 
opened with prayer, has not inspired the world 
with much respect. The histories of the great 
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Councils of the Church are most painful to read. 
There is reason to expect that devout and 
superstitious men should be unreasbnable ; for a 
person who believes his thoughts to be inspired, 
necessarily accredits his prejudices with Divine 
authority. He is, therefore, little accessible to 
argument, and he is intolerant of those whose 
opinions differ from his, especially on first prin- 
ciples ; consequently, he is a bad coadjutor in 
business matters. It is a common week-day 
opinion of the world, that praying people are not 
practical** 

Well, there ought to be " reason to expect " 
that any man laying claim to scientific autho- 
rity would aim, more than any other, at being 
accurate and candid, and guarded in 'all his 
statements. But, really, it looks as if a man 
had only to call himself a Positivist, or an 
Agnostic, or a Statistician, in order to say 
anything which suits his fancy, with the assur- 
ance of its being accepted as indisputable. 

The fallacy which underlies all this decla- 
mation is manifestly the outgrowth of the 
strange notion which has been already ad- 
verted to — viz., that prayer is a sort of pro- 
fessional function, devolved wholly upon clerical 
men, and belonging only to them. Is not the 
leader of the Conservatives a praying man — 
for is he not pre-eminently the champion of the 
Church, as well as the loyal defender of the 
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Crown and Constitution of England — and is he 
unpractical? Does not Mr. Gladstone pray? 
And, whatever we may think of the principles 
of his policy, do not all agree that the acts by 
which that policy was carried out in Ireland 
were marvels of skill and practical wisdom ? Is 
not Mr. Bright a religious man — and, according 
to common testimony, was there ever in the 
Cabinet a man of sounder sense and more 
practical knowledge than he ? Does not the 
distinguished Lawyer who is now the Lord 
Chancellor of England teach in a Sunday-school 
— and is he unpractical ? Why, if any preacher 
were to indulge in such wholesale exaggerated 
defamation, it would be his ruin ; but here it 
is found in a well-known periodical, claiming 
the sobriety of scientific research ! ! 

I confess I am filled with amazement at the 
audacity which could pen and print such a libel ; 
for we can meet the writer on his own ground. We 
will not appeal for help to Mr. Disraeli, nor flee 
for shelter to the woolsack. ^^ K. predominance of 
the clerical element on committees " would, un- 
doubtedly, be in many cases an evil and a mis- 
fortune. This, however, is easily accounted for 
by the enforced habits of the clerical life, which, 
in hundreds of cases, is a life of study and 
seclusion. But would the entire absence of 
this element be deemed a blessing, or the pre- 
ponderance of scientific speculators instead be 
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an indisputable and an unmitigated advantage ? 
Was Ignatius Loyola, the man who founded and 
framed and consolidated the wonderful consti- 
tution of the Jesuits, a mere praying fanatic ? 
Was the distinguished preacher, out of whose 
efforts sprang the admirable methodism of the 
Wesleyans, an unpractical visionary ? Has the 
writer never heard the name of Charles Haddon 
Spurgeon, with his four thousand members, all 
thoroughly organised, his college, his orphan- 
ages, and I know not what beside ? I suppose our 
own Missionary Society would be one of those 
mixed associations to which he refers. Now, 
I had been accustomed to fancy that this Society 
was founded by a certain person, named William 
Carey, who was so unpractical as to go out to 
India, and translate the Scriptures there, and 
fight the battle of Christian civilisation against 
Pagan barbarism; and that he was helped 
by a few other Baptist ministers, who con- 
structed some machinery for holding the ropes 
whilst he went down into the pit ; and that this 
machinery, having been gradually perfected, is 
now being eflSciently worked by a committee, 
many of whom are pastors and deacons of 
churches, and all of whom are praying men. 
But it seems, according to the strictly scientific 
investigation of the Fortnightly Reviewer y that we 
owe this Society to something called * civil liberty/ 
and that if it were in the hands of praying men 
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it would inevitably come to nought, they being 
hopelessly unpractical! Civil liberty, indeed! 
Who gave us our civil liberty, I should like to 
know ? Was it not the unpractical Ironsides of that 
most unpractical of men, Oliver Cromwell ? Was 
it not those weakminded bishops (all honour to 
them), who, amid a people's tears, went to prison, 
rather than sacrifice a people's religious freedom ? 
Was it not that dreamer and allegorist, poor 
John Bunyan, who was such an unpractical 
idiot, as to lie in gaol for twelve years, rather 
than allow the heritage of liberty to be taken 
from him or tampered with ? If this is what the 
praying which is so non-practical does for us, 
then, would to God that there were more of it. 
A hundred times more of it would be a greater 
blessing than any discovery which science 
could make. If they were " beside themselves, " 
they were "beside themselves" unto man, as well 
as " unto God ; " if they were unpractical, they 
were unpractical for the world's sake, and to the 
world's infinite and everlasting profit. It is all 
very well for men of science (science in this case 
so-called) to sit down at the desk, and from the 
midst of their learned repose, with a supercilious 
smile, write flippant sneers against the men of 
prayer; but f tell them inretuun, and I challenge 
them to the disproof, that the men of prayer 
have been the men who have borne the heat and 
burden of the day — that they have held the 
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battlements, and kept the standard floating, and 
opposed their own stout, brave hearts to the 
flood of darkness and desolation, which, other- 
wise, sweeping in, must have engulfed every 
Archimedes in a sea of chaos and of death. 

But, perhaps, the most important use which 
the study of these articles may subserve has yet 
to be indicated — ^viz., the advance which, after 
all, has been made by the subject of prayer, in 
the opinion of the philosophers of science. 
Religious people are twitted with the modifica- 
tions which have taken place in their belief, in 
regard, e,g,^ to the relations between astronomy 
and the Bible ; but may not we turn this weapon 
most effectively against those who so freely use 
it ? It has been said, even by a great preacher, 
that prayer, in the sense of " obtaining by faith 
what we want," is nothing else than to expect 
to be able to change " all antecedents from the 
creationy and all consequents to the end of time ; and 
thaty therefore^ it seems little else than impiety 
against the Lord of law and order'' Professor 
Tyndall, again, in a passage quoted by Dr. 
Littledale,* has written thus: — "They ask for 
fair weather and for rain, but they do not ask 
that water may run up-hill ; while the man of 
science clearly sees that the granting of one 
petition would be just as much an infringement 

* Contemporary for August, 1872. 
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of the law of consecration as the granting of the 
other. Holding the law to be permanent, he 
prays for neither." Again: — "To deprive, by- 
petition, even a single molecule of miasmatic 
matter of its properties, would, in the eye of 
science, be as much a miracle as to make the sun 
and moon stand still. For one of these results 
neither of us would pray ; on the same ground, 
I refuse to pray for either." 

Now, if this be perfectly true and indis- 
putable, what room is there for an experiment ? 
What need of statistics r You would not pro- 
pose an experiment to test the power of prayer 
in regard to the motions of the sun and moon. 
Why do so, if you are sure that the prayer 
for the sick stands precisely on the same foot- 
ing? But I do not rest on this negative evi- 
dence. I have positive proof to offer. Even 
the reviewer concedes this much — *'that God 
may act on the mind " of a man, in a way which 
shall be equivalent to "the working of a 
miracle." But Professor Tyndall, in his second 
defensive letter, published only last month,* goes 
much further ; for he says — let every sentence 
and syllable be well weighed — " The theory that 
the system of nature is under the control of a 

Being who CHANGES PHENOMENA IN COMPLI- 
ANCE WITH THE PRAYERS OF MEN, iSy in my 

* October, 1872. 
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opinion^ a perfectly legitimate one. It may^ 
of course^ be rendered futile by being associated 
with conceptions which contradict ity but such 
conceptions form no necessary part of the theory. 
It is a matter of experience that an earthly 
Father^ who isy at the same time^ both wise and 
tender y listens to the requests of his children^ andy 
if they do not ask amiss, takes pleasure in granting 
their requests. We know also that this compliance 
extends to the alter atio7i, within certain limits, of the 
current of events on earth. With this suggestion 
offered by our experience, it is no departure from 
scientific method, to place behind natural phenomena 
a universal Father, WHO, IN ANSWER TO THE 

PRAYERS OF HIS CHILDREN, ALTERS THE CURr 

RENT OF THOSE PHENOMENA. Thu^ far. Theology 
and Science go hand in hand.'* 

The importance of this concession cannot, in 
my estimation, be overrated. It is really the logi- 
cal consequence of proposing an experimental 
test, or trying prayer by statistics. Not every one, 
however, would have the courage and candour to 
acknowledge it. But here is a distinguished pro- 
fessor of science, who has studied the subject from 
the scientific standpoint thoroughly; who has 
felt and sifted the difficulties to the bottom; 
who has doubted ; who has uttered and printed 
his doubts and his denials ; and yet, so deep 
has his conviction of their unreality become, 
that he is constrained publicly to write: — "I 
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frankly admit that you have as good a right to 
place your conception at the root of phenomena 
as I have to place mine." None of us can be 
wholly blind to the special disadvantages and 
temptations with which minds devoted to the 
pursuit of science have to contend. Even we feel 
the pressure of the seen — the material, the ex- 
ternal phenomena — to be so great, that faith 
sometimes seems to gasp for air, and to be 
almost dying of suffocation. How much greater 
must be the pressure upon them whd are always 
in contact with the laws and forces of a dead 
order, and only by a great exertion of the higher 
faculties, can rise to the vision of a living, 
eternal, personal, intelligent will. And, instead 
of flinging anathemas and gibes against the 
head of Professor Tyndall (which, in my 
opinion, is also to pelt the wrong man), I 
would rather glorify God in him ; and, 
whilst praying that he may be conducted 
into perfect light, treasure up these golden 
words in lasting remembrance, and put them on 
record for all times. Flippant scoffers, some of 
them secure in the irresponsibility of ignorance, 
will probably prate loudly again, as they have 
prated loudly before, about the foolish simplicity 
of those, who expect by prayer to disturb the 
changeless flow of antecedent and consequent 
in the order of the universe. But against all this, 
we will be content to place the measured and 
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unprejudiced deliverance of one who knows 
whereof he doth speak ; and ourselves work on, 
hearing witness to the truth as it is in Jesus, 
feeling more assured than ever that, as in 
the past, so in the future, advancing light 
will only more clearly demonstrate, even to the 
faith which is lame, and gropes and stumbles 
on, that behind the phenomena — at the top of the 
ladder — there is a Divine face, a Divine hand, 
a Divine heart; and that this face, and this 
hand, and this heart, reveal a Being who, " as a 
father pitieth his children, pitieth them that fear 
Him." 

Many things remain unsaid. Pre-eminently 
do I feel the loss to the argument which results 
from inability to refer to the many cases of re- 
markable answers to prayer upon which statistics 
on our side might be founded. But I must close. 
By nothing am I more painfully struck and 
depressed in the articles which I have been 
criticising than the conspicuous absence of a 
sense of sin and a need of forgiveness. I do not 
suppose that we should wonder at it ; for, if sin 
be real, it is a great, an awfiil fact ; and no 
answer can be more real than the putting away 
of that sin in response to the cry of. penitent 
faith. The Physicist speaks of the stability of 
the Rock on which " he takes his stand, who, 
knowing the intelligent order that pervades the 
universe, believes in it, and, with tru^ filial 
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piety, would never suggest a petition for a 
change in the great work." To us there is an 
order also, but it is an order broken by sin — it is 
a harmony disturbed by the discord of trans- 
gression. " The whole creation groaneth " be- 
cause of it ; and we ourselves have been brought, 
through it, under the curse of the outraged law; 
and the Rock, in the stability of which we trust, 
is the " Rock of Ages cleft for us " — the Rock of 
our salvation. Men and brethren, sin is a reality 
— a dreadftil reality ; but, thank God, so is for- 
giveness too. The broken law calls for our con- 
demnation; but the blood of Calvary is our 
atonement, and from the Cross sounds forth the 
voice of love and mercy. There is guilt, there 
is condemnation, there is death ; but there is a 
new and living way whereby we may be delivered 
from the guilt and saved from the condemnation 
— and that^way is through faith in Him who 
" was made sin for us, that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in Him." "We are 
ambassadors for Christ. We pray you in Christ's 
stead be ye reconciled to God." 
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PRAYER AND PENTECOST ; OR, THE POWER 
OF PRAYER MANIFESTED IN SPIRITUAL 
FACTS. 



Acts ii. i to 4, and 41. 



The external history of this great Pentecostal 
wonder is full of interesting questions. The 
time and place of the occurrence — the nature of 
the phenomena, and various other points, will 
readily suggest themselves to the mind of the 
observant reader of the Word. But, passing all 
these by, and endeavouring to keep as closely as 
possible to the subject announced, I shall ask 
you to consider — 

I. — The outward signs and their significance. 

II. — The effects immediately wrought on the 
disciples, and, through them, on the world. 

III. — The human conditions under which these 
Pentecostal manifestations took place. 
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I. — The outward signs and their significance. 
" Suddenly there came a sound from heaven as 
of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the 
house where they were sitting. And there ap- 
peared cloven tongues as of fire, and it sat upon 
each of them." 

They were "signalled" from heaven, both 
through their sense of hearing and of sight. 
There was " a sound as of wind," which came 
apparently from the skies, rolling on and 
swelling out, until it was all about them, filling 
the place where they were gathered, and with 
it " an appearance as of fire." This appear- 
ance had the form characteristic of fire — it 
" divided asunder, and so took the resemblance 
of tongues." And this spectral sheet or cloud, 
with its " cloven tongues," as if borne along by 
the spectral wind, which the sound betokened, 
overshadowed the disciples, encompassing the 
whole body, whilst enveloping each member in 
the body. " It " — the mass of fire, that is, not a 
separate tongue — " sat upon each of them, and 
they were all filled with the Holy Ghost." 

In the Old Testament, " wind " and " fire " are 
evermore symbols of Jehovah's manifestation — 
the wind of His regenerating Wfe-imparttng 
might; the fire of His purifying life-cleansing 
eneiigy. In the beginning, over the dark, form- 
less chaos, moves "the Breath of God,"— the 
origin of the life-germ ; and then, at His com- 
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mand, flashes the light into manifested exist- 
ence, as the developing principle of order. 
" The breath from the four winds makes the 
slain of Israel live;" the "fire" of the Lord's 
coming " purifies the sons of Levi, and purges 
them as gold and silver, that they may offer 
unto the Lord an offering in righteousness." 

What we have here, then, is an assembly of 
men and women taken hold of by God. God's 
presence had been previously revealed in con- 
nection with places and material objects. It had 
been enshrined in " the pillar of cloud." It had 
been enthroned on Sinai and in the Tabernacle, 
leaving only a passing brightness on Moses' face. 
It had shimmered in hallowed radiance over 
the mercy-seat. It had consecrated places; but 
now it consecrates persons. Here, under the 
Gospel dispensation, I see no temple; "for, 
know ye not that ye are the temple of the Holy 
Ghost?" 

Look at the universality of the possession. 
" They were all filled." This was an hour of 
prayer, and it is almost certain that the disciples 
were gathered for worship. There were men 
and women — private members as well as 
Apostles — and there was no exception ; " they 
were all filled." The spiritual reality, which 
appears to be intended by the episcopal mitre, 
was bestowed upon all Christians alike. Every 
believer, being " a king and a priest to God," was 
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"mitred with Pentecostal flame." Here is an 
entire Church " baptized in the Holy Ghost and 
in fire." 

But, I think, that emphasis is also laid in the 
history on the completeness of the possession. 
Every word seems to be burdened with the 
utterance of this thought. "It filled all the 
house where they were sitting." The fire " sat 
upon them." It did not simply touch the lips, 
as in the case of Isaiah ; it did not merely rest 
on head or brow, as in the case of the anointing 
of kings. " It sat upon them " — " it sat upon them ;" 
it occupied and, as it were, absorbed them. To 
the purified and prepared eye it was not the 
persons who were seen, but the heavenly fire 
flowing rdund them. " They were all y?//<^rf with 
the Holy Ghost." 

Thus was there difl^ised through the entire 
nature of these disciples an energizing vital force 
and a searching element of purification. I look 
upon them as men and women having in them 
Christ, the pearl of great price ; Christ, the true 
life ; Christ, the pure gold already tried in the 
furnace ; Christ, the Divine nature. But because 
they are men and women, Christ is in them, 
surrounded and limited by a mass of dead 
matter ; encompassed by a sin-laden, an infir- 
mity-beset humanity; He is in them, as the 
precious ore is in the common rock. But on 
that day they were taken hold of by that power 
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which the fire symbolised. Right over and 
throiigh the superincumbent flesh swept the lam- 
bent tongues of flame, burning and severing 
and reducing into ashes, the dross that encum- 
bered the Christ; it went on burning until it 
touched the Christ ; until there was nothing in 
them but the Christ ; until " it was no longer 
they that lived, but Christ lived in them;" 
" spirit, and soul, and body " being refined into 
that which was Divine. This was not all 
done in a day ; but this was the full meaning 
and the ultimate issue of the Pentecostal baptism, 
when "they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost." 

II. — Consider, secondly, the effects imme- 
diately revealed. ♦ 

What first strikes one with almost astonish- 
ment, is that they were not destroyed ; that, as 
men and women, they did not there and then 
cease to be. " Who shall see the face of God 
and live ? " '* Who can dwell with the everlast- 
ing burnings ? " 

•* Oh ! how shall man whose native sphere 
Is dark, whose mind is dim. 
Before the Ineffable appear. 
And on His naked Spirit bear 
The uncreated beam ? " 

But lo ! here are men and women filled with 
that presence, which is " as a mighty, rushing 
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wind " and " as fire," and they live! The power 
of God's spirit is a force which purifies without 
destroying; which, without annihilating our 
humanity, renders us Divine. 

There was great elevation of feeling. " They 
spake with other tongues." I am not going to 
be diverted from my purpose by any attempted 
investigation into the nature of the " gift of 
tongues." I know the diflRculties. I know 
the differences of opinion. But all are agreed 
at least in this, that whatever else may be 
included, it shows their spirits were exalted 
into a state of ecstatic rapture. This " speaking 
with tongues " was the glow of inspiration, — the 
white heat of highly- wrought feeling, — the surg- 
ing up of the flood of "joy unspeakable and full 
of glory," into which their spirits were baptized. 
They were men and women possessed, — men and 
women set on fire from heaven, — caught up into 
heaven, and hearing things which it was impos- 
sible for human lips to utter. And this, in a 
greater or lesser degree, is sure to be the result of 
" the baptism of fire.'* You cannot become holier 
without becoming happier. "Because thou 
lovest righteousness and hatest iniquity, there- 
fore God hath anointed thee with the oil of 
gladness above thy fellows." For sanctification 
is not the suppression of all feeling. The more 
of God there is in you, the more real heart there 
will be in you. Your soul will throb with emo- 
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tion, and "your spirit will exult in God your 
Saviour/' 

And I would take the opportunity of saying 
this, brethren, to you, because it is, perhaps, 
the lesson which you most need — Do not be 
sensitively nervous about letting this tide of 
heaven-wrought feeling have a free course 
in whatever way shall seem most natural. 
Different persons and Churches have different 
perils. There are some Churches and people 
whose tendency is to mistake sensation for spi- 
ritual emotion, and let it run riot into wildest 
excesses. The peril of others lies in an exactly 
opposite direction. They are afraid of being 
unfashionable, and being ranked with common 
Ranters. They become artificial, and their 
religious life is stunted, not to say smothered, 
through the tightness of the lacing. A sea 
of glass is a beautiful sight ; but my own pre- 
ference is strongly in favour of " a sea of glass 
mingled with fire" 

There are seasons in life when men can be 
secret disciples — disciples at home in the cham- 
ber of private retirement — disciples in the seclu- 
sion of an " upper room," the door being closed 
because of the Jews. But after they have 
received the baptism of the Holy Ghost, shame 
and fear are forgotten. They come to the 
front, not to proclaim themselves, but to 
speak out "the wonderful works of God.*' 
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There is " a new song put into their lips, even 
praise unto their God." Yes, and it is a new 
song. " They speak with other tongues " — they 
speak freshly. Stale, hackneyed truisms, couched 
in worn-out phrases, are the marks of a low 
state of religious life. It is more pleasant and 
saves trouble to accept the usual modes of ex- 
pression current in the Church. But when a 
man has the light of the Spirit break in upon 
his nature, he is less careful about his catechism, 
and trusts more to the free utterance of the life of 
Divine experience, which he feels to be heaving 
and trembling and gushing out into rivers of 
gladness within his own soul. " He knows 
Christ no more after the flesh." " Behold, all 
things are become new." He does not depend 
upon what others have declared, but boldly 
throws himself upon what he has "felt and 
tasted and handled." At such a time, conven- 
tionalism is swallowed up in a Divine natural- 
ness. There is less posturing before Heaven 
and in the sight of men, and more of the aban- 
donment of a Christ-like simplicity. The stately, 
studied tread along the courts of God's house, 
breaks out into a sacred dancing before the 
ark, and the solemn mouthing of pious platitudes 
gives way to a healthy speaking with other 
tongues. 

It is in these spiritual conditions — the 
spiritual conditions indicated by the gift of 
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tongues — that I recognise the essence of the 
Pentecostal revival ; but this awakening of the 
spiritual energy in the believers became the 
evidence to others of the reality and power of 
the Divine life, and so the first step towards the 
conversion of three thousand souls. Let it be 
noted that it was not the appearance of fire 
which impressed the thronging multitudes col- 
lected by the " report " of what was going on, 
Not one word is said about the fire having 
been visible to the multitude at all. Had it 
been, it is hardly likely that any would have 
thought of insinuating the charge of intoxi- 
cation. The fire from heaven was a sign only 
to the believer ; but the speaking with tongues 
impressed the crowd, and prepared them to 
receive Peter's witness to Christ. And so, men 
and brethren, it will always be. An awakening 
to be real, must begin in the hearts of God's 
people. But whenever this takes place, the 
sacred influence is sure to pass forth and sweep 
over the hearts of the impenitent and the un- 
believing. You do not need extraordinary signs 
to accomplish this. Only let there be a super- 
natural life, and that will clothe the most ordi- 
nary signs with a new, wondrous force. The gift 
of speech will become miraculous and signifi- 
cant. Yea, through all modes and a myriad 
signs, the exalted life will make itself seen and 
felt. The new spirit, begotten from above. 
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manifesting itself in the flashing eye, and in- 
fusing fresh vigour into the blows which 
believers strike for God, will render the arms 
which now they wield so languidly not only 
invincible but irresistible. " Breathing abroad 
like morning air," the whole atmosphere and 
climate will be modified; " hearts of stone 
will begin to beat ;" " Thousands shall be bom 
in a day, and the little one become a strong 
nation." 

II. The human conditions under which these 
Pentecostal manifestations took place. 

And, beginning with the conversions just re- 
ferred to, let it be noted that they were wrought 
directly in connection with the proclamation of 
the truth of the Gospel by Peter. 

The reception of the Spirit, accompanied as 
it was with wondrous signs, did not breed con- 
fusion and disorder. Though all had " the gift 
of tongues," all did not conclude that, there- 
fore, they were called to preach. They left that 
to the man who was summoned thereto by the 
Master's appointment, and manifestly fitted for 
it by the Master's endowments. 

Peter, like the rest, was, I presume, the 
subject of this mighty spiritual influence ; but it 
does not interfere with his calm orderly thinking 
and calm orderly exposition of the truth of Scrip- 
ture. And let it be particularly observed that 
this exposition was very far from being conformed 
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to the orthodoxy of the temple and the divinity of 
the synagogue. All real and lasting revivals 
have been achieved by the unfolding in earnest 
teaching of the truth of God's Word ; and fre- 
quently through the instrumentality of men who 
— ^however unwilling they might be to break 
loose from the sacred symbols of the past and 
to disturb the relations of the present — yet, 
because they honoured Christ more than any 
symbol, and loved Jesus better than any human 
master or friend, were prepared to accept the 
odium of heresy and excommunication. Most 
astonishing is it that we should be afraid 
so often of uttering what we nevertheless 
more than suspect to be Grod's own revealed 
mind, lest, breaking away from old stereo- 
typed dogmas, it should prove injurious! We 
believe too much in phrases and orthodoxy 
— too little in Scripture and in Truth, and in the 
Spirit of God. God's revelation, whatever it 
sayy never can do harm to one of His electy or 
retard His kingdom for a single day. The three 
revivals which have left their, mark upon the 
ages, and which are vital and energetic yet — 
the Pentecostal revival by Peter, the Gentile 
revival by Paul, and the Reformation by Luther — 
were wrought, each of them, through the preach- 
ing of doctrines which were anathematised by 
the doctors and the councils as damnable in 
themselves, and fatal to salvation and morality. 
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And I have not the slightest doubt that just as a 
man goes on studying God's Word earnestly and 
prayerfully, and just in proportion as he goes on 
preaching what he learns from it faithfully and 
fearlesslyy will he promote any revival worth 
getting now, and become one of the contributing 
forces towards that perfect, universal Revival, 
long desired and hoped for, the Millennial reign 
of Him who is " the true and faithful Witness,'* 
who "does not cry, nor lift up nor cause His 
voice to be heard in the streets," who is " bring- 
ing forth judgment unto truth/' and who, wait- 
ing in the marvellous patience of His mediatorial 
session, will not " fail nor be discouraged until 
He have set judgment in the earth and the isles 
do wait for His law." 

This convincing preaching was connected 
with, and was the outcome of, the exalted 
ecstasy of the Church. The efficacy of the 
pulpit then, as always, rose with the spiritual 
energy of the people. We come, th^i, to this 
fundamental question — How in the case of the 
early disciples was this vital energy quickened ? 

There was no sort of attempt at getting an 
excitement up. Everything about the story 
shows very plainly that there was no extra- 
ordinary preparation of any kind. It is difficult 
to tell where they were. It may have been 
in the temple — but it was just as likely in that 
" upper room," some room looking out upon one 
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of the courts which are always connected with 
Eastern houses. At the time when the thing 
occurred, they were "^^lif//*«f"— quietly waiting, 
perhaps, in silent prayer — ^but nothing more. 

* Possibly, some of you may be having a 
vision rise before you of certain striking bills, 
announcing " services for special prayer " during 
the coming week; and you may be ready 
to ask, " What about these bills ? Is not 
this trying to get up an excitement ? " Not at 
all ; it is only a summons, made in the most 
convenient way, to Christians of all denomina- 
tions to come together, as they did in these 
blessed primitive times, and thus put themselves 
into a condition for receiving a revival. For 
what is this condition ? " They all continued 
in prayer." It was prayer — it was united prayer 
— that brought the blessing down. The cloud 
laden with showers was wafted by the breath 
of the Spirit, until it rested over the place 
where the disciples were. They, from tight- 
strung bows, shot up a continual flight of 
arrows. The cloud was pierced, and broken 
into streams of blessing upon their heads. 

And here lies the point at which my remarks 
to-night stand related to the subject which has 
engaged our attention during the last few weeks. 
The best proof of the reality and eflScacy of 

* United services for prayer were announced to be held in 
several chapels during the following week. 

G 
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prayer must be given by the Church itself in 
its own intensified spiritual life and spiritual 
influence upon the unbelieving. This will be 
one of the most crushing rebukes of the 
sceptic, and one of the most satisfying evidences 
of Christianity. "See how these Christians 
love one another," did as much, perhaps, in the 
early ages, to break down the hostility of the 
world to the Gospel as the apologies of a 
Justin Martyr or a TertuUian. The existence 
of a living Church to-day — living, in spite of 
the pride and presumption of those who have 
ministered under the shadow of its sacred 
mercy-seat — living, in spite of fashion and folly, 
wealth and worldliness — is the strongest argu- 
ment in favour of the Divine character of the 
original impulse, and of the reality of prayer, in 
which that impulse has always expressed itself, 
and through which it has been preserved. Im- 
prisoned by bungling hands in fossil institu- 
tions, it is throbbing yet. It has been shut 
up in the palatial prison of a State establish- 
ment ; and, though it has pined behind its 
golden bars, bondage has not killed it. It 
has often asserted its supremacy. It has 
still life enough in it to struggle for deliverance ; 
and the day is not far distant when it shall come 
forth into the light of the liberty wherewith 
Christ has made His people free. To-day's 
Church, I say, then, is, after all, a proof which 
men cannot get rid of, of the Eternal God and 
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the Eternal Christ. And if you and I only- 
live in the fellowship of God and in the commu- 
nion of Jesus Christ, we shall be monuments of 
the power of prayer which the sceptic will be 
no more able to challenge or deny than he can 
deny the force of gravitation. Sermons have 
their use ; but there is a very much better argu- 
ment within your power to give than any ser- 
mon which could be preached. It is within your 
power y Christian men and womeny to create a revival 
so real as to shut every mouth which has been 
opened in mockery or in doubt. 

I have been reading, this week, a very in- 
teresting narrative by that fine-hearted Chris- 
tian yachtsman, Mr. MacGregor, of a voyage 
taken by him alone in his yawl, the Rob Roy. 
After describing a long season during which 
he lay becalmed on the sea, he goes on to 
say : — " There are one or two sensations or 
perceptions which, after experience at sea, 
seldom deceive you, though it is impossible to 
give reasons for their hold upon the mind. One 
is the feeling — I am drifting. Another — ^The water 
is shoaling. And the third — Here comes a breeze. 
Each of these may be felt and recognised, even 
with your eyes shut. It does not come through 
one sense or another, but seems to grasp the 
whole system." 

I cannot tell why, but I have a feeling very 
strong upon me that God must give the blessing 
somewhere and soon. I have a sensation or per- 
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ception that a breeze is going to spring up. I 
hardly, know at what point or from what quarter, 
but it is springing up. It comes " with ripples 
curling under its soft breath " : and they shall be 
the first to catch the inspiration, and to skim 
along before it, who have lifted up every ob- 
structive anchor which binds them to earth, 
and have every sail ready spread upon the 
mast. They shall go bounding over the undu- 
lating waves, and upon their peering eyes the 
summits of the everlasting hills shall first 
break, crowned with the golden light ; and to 
their longing hearts shall first be revealed the 
jasper walls and pearly gates of that haven city 
which they seek. Beloved, let us pray for grace 
each to say this sincerely. * It is a minor 
matter with me where the revival begins ; but 
I do care very much that the revival should begin 
somewhere. The world needs it ; truth needs it ; 
the Church, in so many of its members fainting 
and slumbering and enfeebled, needs it. The 
honour of Thine own name needs it. " O Lord, 
revive Thy work in the midst of the days." 
Assert Thy great majesty, and the supremacy ot 
Thy Christ.' 

" Glorious things of Thee arc told, 
What Thine arm has wrought of old, 
Thousands once its power confest. 
Oh, for seasons like the past ! 
Lord, revive the former days. 
Thine the power and Thine the praise." 
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There is a wondrous message addressed 
through the prophet Isaiah to those who " make 
mention" of the Lord's name, encouraging, nay, 
commanding them " not to keep silence or to 
give Him any rest till he make Jerusalem a 
praise in the earth." God helping us, let us take 
Him at His word, and make that promise our 
own in blessed fulfilment, by making the com- 
mand our own in faithful obedience. I look 
round, with thankfulness unspeakable, upon a 
band of Christian sympathisers and fellow- 
workers, who have risen to the faith which 
says, "The work of the Lord must and shall 
go on." Brethren, bear with me, if I repeat 
myself again to press upon you the truth that 
your power will lie in prayer. I am so afraid 
of our forgetting this — if we do, we shall 
make a mistake. Prayer — Prayer — Prayer — 
that is how it must come. Let there be 
the intensified prayer of an increasing faith ; 
and I know not why this Church should not be 
the conducting wire of a new current of electric 
force— the centre and channel of a movement 
that, like a spring tide, shall rise and roll into a 
mighty volume of utterance in which the voice of 
sceptical questionings will be drowned, and the 
sneer shamed into silence. I know not why we 
may not speak with "other tongues," until 
thousands hear of it and are glad, and even 
the very heathen are forced to confess, "The 
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Lord hath done great things for them." The 
instruments of the Pentecostal revival were 
common men enough; there was nothing ex- 
traordinary about them save their faith. They 
were made, through faith, mighty in the Holy 
Ghost. With an earnest prayer, "Lord, in- 
crease our faith," let us take the pledge to- 
night — a solemn pledge — each one registering it 
in the secrecy of his own heart, and all coming 
forward to ratify it in the communion of faith, 
and hope, and love, at the table of the once 
crucified, but now glorified, Lord; "We will 
give Him no rest, until He make Jerusalem a 
praise in the whole earth." 
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THE SCRIPTURAL RUBRIC RELATING TO 
THE PRAYER FOR THE SICK. 



James v. 14, 15. 



" Is any among you sick ? " There is no reason* 
to doubt that the word here employed refers 
to physical disease or infirmity; for, though 
Stier says that it is not " the word which, in 
the original, commonly expresses the being 
sick," it certainly is the most common expres- 
sion for it in the original of our New Testament. 
I take the language then in its literal and most 
obvious meaning ; but there is a peculiarity in 
the manner of the introduction of the words 
which deserves notice. They come in, one 
might almost say, by accident. Out of many 
possible forms of affliction, this one is selected ; 
but the directions laid down, instead of being 
invested with solemn authority, and promul- 
gated with solemn sanctions, as a universal 
and ever-binding law, look rather like the 
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sensible advice of a wise Christian pastor to his 
flock, under special circumstances. They were 
Jewish Christians, " scattered abroad ;" and to 
them the head of the Mother Church at Jeru- 
salem writes : " If any among you should be 
sick, and so wanting sympathy, and help, and 
consolation, let him send for the elders of the 
Church, and let them pray over him anointing 
him with oil, in the name of the Lord." This 
verse contains the inspired scriptural rubric 
relating to the " prayer for the sick ;" and it will 
be convenient to us to fall back upon the old- 
fashioned division of Exposition, Inference and 
Application— firstly, iavestigating the terms of 
the rubric ; secondly, deducing the doctrine of 
the rubric ; and, thirdly, enforcing the practical 
references of the rubric. 

I. Let us examine the terms of the rubric. 

The sick man is directed to send for "the 
elders of the church." It is not necessary 
for me to discuss the question here, who are 
meant by these " elders." I believe they were 
official persons set apart to the various minis- 
tries required in the Christian communities; 
and they are mentioned as the persons to whom 
it would be most convenient and natural for a 
sick Christian brother to send. But I would take 
the opportunity of introducing a remark from 
Stier, though not directly bearing upon my 
subject to-night. " He mentions," remarks this 
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author, *' not simply the elder who labours in 
word and doctrine, the pastor and teacher, the 
presiding elder or bishop. The apostolical 
churches knew nothing of the unnatural custom 
of our days, to remit every official work to 
one man, and impose every official burden in 
the community upon one functionary. We 
ministers, if we are wise, shall not desire this, 
to be always and alone summoned to all 
houses, to administer comfort, and offer prayer, 
in all bodily and spiritual troubles ; for more 
would be then exacted than we could accom- 
plish." So I think ; and much will it be to the 
advantage of all, when every church returns 
to the recognition of the scriptural plurality of 
elders, and consequent division of labour, ac- 
cording as God has divided the gifts. But this 
by the way. 

" Let him send for the elders of the church, 
and let them pray over him *when they have 
anointed him with oil, in the name of the Lord." 
On this sentence I wish to observe that the 
''anointing with oil" need not be a distinct in- 
junction at all, but only the recognition of an 
existing practice, the continuance of which is 
taken for granted. And, further, that " in the 
name of the Lord," may not (and perhaps I may 
add does not) belong to the " anointing " alone, 
but to the whole sentence. For the apostle does 
• See Alford.- 
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not say, " Let them pray, and let them anoint," 
' but " let them pray when they have anointed 
with oil, in the name of the Lord." The last 
clause conditions the entire act. 

" And the prayer of faith shall save the sick." 
Mkrk it, the effect is traced to prayer, and not to 
prayer barely and simply, but to the prayer of 
faith^ and still more definitely to Him through 
whom faith alone is mighty and prayer eflSca- 
cious : " and the Lord shall raise him up/' 

"The prayer of faith shall save!* Why does 
he not say" shall heal the sick"? I fancy the 
word was deliberately selected, and that its 
point lies in its ambiguity. I have no doubt 
whatever about its being intended to have a 
literal application. But does it not look as if it 
had been chosen to suggest a double meaning ? 
For it seems to me that there is a kind of inspired 
elasticity about the Revelation of God, which has 
been divinely ordered so as to fit it to meet our 
mental and moral development at every stage. 
Just as a parent is to a little child all that the 
child needs, but still is evermore becoming a 
being greater and grander as the heart and 
mind expand, so the Bible, adapted in its mes- 
sage to our simplest spiritual life, does still not 
only quicken us into thought, but enlarges and 
expands along with our enlarging and ex- 
panding natures, so that we never get above 
it, but always find it to be a comforter, a guide, 
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a friend. Take, in illustration, this ward " save." 
To an untutored, undisciplined apprehension, 
it means physical healing, and nothing 
more. But the consciousness becomes more 
enlightened, and it begins to ask, " Is healing 
the highest kind of salvation ? May there not be 
a salvation even where there is no healing ? " Is 
the word " save " therefore to be regarded as 
untrue to the untutored apprehension ? No. But 
does it not rise into a higher truth for the en- 
lightened consciousness ? Does it not give one 
promise to the babe in Christ — a promise suited 
to his spiritual condition — and does it not greaten 
into a fuller and more glorious promise for " the 
perfect man " who has attained the " measure 
of the stature of Christ ? " Does not " the prayer 
of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord will 
raise him up," become to him a new thing — a 
new revelation, which puts " a new song into his 
lips?" 

Arid the moral significance included in the 
words is confirmed by the following clause ; for 
it is added, "and if he have committed sins, 
they shall be forgiven him." It is manifest 
that this cannot refer to forgiveness of sins in 
general; for, were it so, how could an "if" be 
inserted? There can be no doubt about our 
sinfulness and actual iniquities. " If we say that 
we have no sin, we deteive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us." But there is, in particular 
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Instances, an immediate and very intimate con- 
nection between sin and suffering. Suppose, 
then, a case in which sickness is the direct con- 
sequence of transgression — how is it to be dealt 
with ? Is such a man to be deserted ? Nay. 
There is one condition to be complied with, 
which is mentioned in the next verse. There 
must be confession. But if there be honest con- 
fession the sins shall be forgiven, and, in spite 
of them, " the prayer of faith shall save the 
sick." Such I conceive to be the result of a 
careful unprejudiced exegesis of the Apostle's 
words. 

III. We are now in a position to unfold the 
doctrine of this rubric. 

I. It is the duty of every Christian to recognise 
the power of God and the instrumentality of 
prayer in all the blessings we receive. We need 
not dwell at any length upon this point, for 
already it has received ample enforcement and 
illustration ; but it is here, and it must not be 
overlooked. It is "the prayer of faith" that 
will save the sick. There is a "Lord'' behind 
all external causes. Every blessing is His gift ; 
every act of healing is His saving energy. And 
since His energy has been connected with 
prayer, and since the elders have been set apart 
by the Church to the work of ministering sym- 
pathy and comfort and help to her members ; and 
since they represent the whole body of the Church, 
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and (faith, of course, being always presupposed), 
as it were, gather up into their petitions the 
united supplications of all the believers, let the 
sick man " send for the elders of the Church, and 
let them pray for him." His salvation must come 
from the Lord, and it will come in answer to 
prayer. 

2. But, secondly, I gather from these words 
that it is the duty of every Christian to unite the 
use of means with the practice of prayer. There 
is, as you know, a body of people professing 
the Christian religion, some of whom have 
become prominent during recent months, as re- 
presentatives of an interpretation of this verse, 
according to which it is made to prohibit the 
employment of medical aid in times of sickness. 
These people are most sincere and conscientious 
in fidelity to what, I have no doubt, is with 
them a religious principle ; and *' fidelity to 
our convictions," even where it breaks away 
into exaggerated and erroneous manifestations, 
has in it so much of the savour of salt and is so 
important in this age of supple complaisance, 
that we cannot withhold from it our respect. 
It is possible, however, that respect for this 
conscientiousness may weaken our perception 
of the antiscriptural character of views which 
are not only "peculiar," but exceedingly mis- 
chievous. And as these views are to be met 
with outside the "peculiar" society, lying at 
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the root, indeed, of some sceptical cavils and 
much carelessness calling itself faith; it will 
not, perhaps, be deemed time misspent if I 
devote a few minutes to the investigation of this 
point. 

It does certainly seem strange, let me re- 
mark, by the way, that a permission to call 
in the elders should involve a prohibition of 
the doctor ; for, on precisely the same grounds 
would there be involved a prohibition of a nurse 
and the diet suitable to an invalid. If saying 
"Sepd for the Elders " means, You must not send 
for the physician, nor take any physic ; then it 
must also mean — Do not permit a nurse to watch 
over you and to prepare you suitable food. In 
fact, Paul himself is convicted of most egre- 
gious error when he exhorted Timothy to take 
" a little wine for his stomach's sake and often 
infirmities." 

But I maintain that the use of means is ex- 
plicitly recognised and authoritatively sanctioned 
by the reference to the "anointing with oil." 
Nothing seems to be more clearly established 
than this, that among Orientals oil was, and, so 
far as I know, is now most highly valued for 
its sanative properties. I quote from Dr. Alex- 
ander's edition of " Kitto's Cyclopaedia " : — 
"Anointing was used in sundry disorders, as 
well as to promote the general health of the 
body. The Talmudical citations of Lightfoot on 
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Matthew vi. i6, show that the later Jews con- 
nected charms and superstitious mutterings with 
such anointings ; and he is, therefore, probably- 
right in understanding James to mean, * It is 
customary for the unbelieving Jews to use 
anointing of the sick, joined with a magical 
muttering ; but how infinitely better is it to join 
the pious prayers of the elders of the Church to 
the anointing of tfie sick.' Niebuhr assures us 
that at Sana (and, doubtless, in other parts of 
Arabia) the Jews, as well as many of the Mos- 
lems, have their bodies anointed whenever they 
feel themselves indisposed." 

This may appear to us an odd kind of medical 
treatment ; but remember that medical science 
has made immense strides even within the last 
century. We should not have to go very far 
back to find remedies much more remarkable 
recommended by " the Profession " ; whilst, to 
this day, the anointing of the chest with oil is 
found to be useful in cases of internal weakness. 
Now, my point is this, that oil being a highly 
valued and largely used sanative agency, the 
Apostle's direction in regard to the elders implies 
this — that even they are not to separate them- 
selves and their prayers from the use of ordinary 
means ; that whilst the efficacy of all treatment 
lies in the presence of God's power, and therefore 
it is to be ever acknowledged that "the prayer of 
faith saves the sick, and the Lord raises him 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



96 

up," nevertheless, they, according to the Divine 
arrangement, are to take advantage of such in- 
strumentalities as Providence may place within 
their reach. 

This interpretation seems to us so very simple 
and natural, that we ask, in surprise, why it 
should ever have come to be neglected or set 
aside. And I expect the answer is, That the 
text has been invested with a false importance, 
because of the symbolic and sacramental signi- 
ficance given to the act, which has reached its 
fullest development in the "extreme unction" 
of the Roman Catholic Church. I propose, there- 
fore, to devote some further time to the conside- 
ration of this aspect of the question. 

A sacrament is defined to be " a visible form of 
invisible grace conveyed in it** "The grace of God 
is the medicine, the sacrament is the vessel in 
which it is contained^ and carried to the patient." 
" Extreme unction," so writes a Roman Catho- 
lic expositor, " is the fifth sacrament, the mate- 
rial of which is olive oil, blessed by the bishop. 
This sacrament ought not be administered 
unless in the case of a sick person, whose death 
is feared. The minister of this sacrament is the 
priest ; but the effect is the healing of the mind 
and (but only in so far as is expedient) also of 
the body itself." Again, " the sacrament is the 
exterior anointi7Zg; the substance of the sacra- 
ment is the interior anointing, which is per- 
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fected in the forgiveness of sins and the multi- 
plication of virtues. And if, through contempt or 
neglect, it is dispensed with, it is dangerous and 
damnable." And, again, "the prayer of faith — that 
isy the sacrament and sacramental form of extreme 
unction — ^will save the sick — that is, confer 
upon him the grace by which the mind is saved." 
And one of the decrees of the Council of Trent is : 
" If any one shall say that the Presbyters of the 
Church, whom the blessed James exhorts to be 
brought to the sick for his anointing, are not 
priests ordained by a bishop, but seniors in age 
in any community, and that, therefore, the 
proper minister of extreme unction is not the 
priest only, let him be anathema." 

Now, it would seem strange if a rite so 
solemn in its significance should be found only 
in one passage of Scripture, and introduced in a 
fashion so informal and, we might almost say, 
accidental. But the fact is, as anyone may see 
at a glance, that all this is a gross perversion 
of the simple words of the sacred writer. 
The Apostle says nothing, absolutely nothing, 
about the healing being accomplished by the 
oil. The Roman Catholic lays it all upon 
the oil, and says nothing, absolutely nothing, 
about " the prayer of faith." Not only has the 
" blessing of the oil by the bishop " been added 
without the shadow of authority ; not only has the 
ecclesiastical priest, " ordained by the bishop," 

H 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



98 

taken the place of the primitive elder, but the 
emphasis has been shifted from " the prayer of 
faith " to the " anointing with the oil " by the 
hands of this priest. A mechanical expedient 
has displaced a heavenly force. The man with 
his sacerdotal assumption and magical mum- 
mery has thrust aside the spiritual energy of a 
Divine Lord. 

This is so plain upon the very surface, that 
no candid reader would be endangered by the 
teaching, only that other writers (Protestant 
that is) have talked about this "anointing 
with oil" being a "symbolic and sacramental 
act." I want to know whence the idea is 
derived. The argument put forvrard is, that 
the anointing is to be done in "the name 
of the Lord," and that the act is thus invested 
with a sacred character. I have already pointed 
out that " in the name of the Lord " belongs to 
the entire sentence — not to the anointing only, 
but to the praying also. I have something more, 
however, than this to urge. Listen to the words 
of the Apostle Paul : " Whatsoever ye . do in 
word or in deed, do all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus** Is the anointing sacramental, because 
it is to be done in the name of the Lord ? Then 
is everything sacramental. A sign of consecra- 
tion it may become ; but no more a sign of 
consecration than the giving of a cup of cold 
water or the eating of an ordinary meal. 
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I find no authority for this mistaken reading 
of the Apostle's words in the primitive tradition 
of the Church. The earliest mention of it on which 
the Roman Catholics themselves rely, occurs in 
the fifth century, and then only in a very inde- 
finite form. Previous to that the only possible 
reference to it which I can discover is found in 
the writings of TertuUian (quoted by Neander), 
who has a sentence to this effect : " Septimius 
Severus sent for Proculus (who by means of 
oil had once cured him), and kept him in his 
palace up to his death." Now, this reference, 
so far from countenancing the symbolic, sa- 
cramental notion, clearly sustains, as I think, 
my theory that the oil was looked upon simply 
as the. medicinal agent in the cure. 

Ecclesiastical tradition would not stand for 
much with us, and I should not, therefore, be 
disturbed if it went dead against me; for 
there are very few errors which tradition might 
not be subpoenaed to bolster up. But where there 
is absolutely no tradition, the attempt to import 
a sacramental significance into the act becomes 
all the more preposterous. I do not deny that 
it is capable of very beautiful figurative spiritual 
applications ; but such applications must not be 
allowed to tempt us away from its primary and 
principal object. There are some people who 
believe, that, in the " three measures of meal " 
in the parable, into which the leaven was cast. 
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there is a distinct reference to Shem, Ham, and 
Japheth ! The less we allow our fancy to rove in 
this way, and keep fast to what is written or very 
plainly suggested, the better it will be for truth. 
And the obvious suggestion of our text I hold 
to be nothing more than this— that, whatever 
instrumentalities, whether in case of sickness, 
or under any other circumstances, are within a 
man's reach, these, the man of prayer, no less 
than other men, is expected to employ. 

2. But the connection of prayer with the use 
of available means is also explicitly affirmed. 
For what says the Apostle ? " The prayer of 
faith shall save the sick." Now, surely, this 
clause has been strangely overlooked or per- 
verted. For what is faith ? It happens that 
James has taken a great deal of trouble to de- 
fine his idea of faith in the previous part of his 
Epistle ; and we cannot do better than let him 
speak for himself. Read, then, chap. ii. 14 to 
1 7 : — " What doth it profit, my brethren, though 
a man say he hath faith, and have not works ? 
can faith save him ? If a brother or sister be 
naked, and destitute of daily food, and one of 
you say unto them. Depart in peace, be ye 
warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give 
them not those things which are needful to the 
body, what doth it profit ? Even so faith, if it 
hath not works, is dead, being alone." 

Let us suppose the Apostle to be sitting in 
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judgment upon one of the cases recently brought 
before our courts, and hearing the accused plead 
the terms of this rubric : is it difficult to imagine 
what his reply would be ? * Did I not write most 
distinctly, "The prayer of faith shall save?" 
and if you had read and studied the whole of my 
Epistle, would you not have come upon these 
words, "What doth it profit, though a man 
say he hath faith, and have not works? can 
faith save him ? " And is not prayer for the 
sick, without medicine, just as much a mockery 
as would prayer for a hungry brother be, without 
the gift of food ? " The prayer of faith — not the 
prayer of any man, elder, or priest, or bishop, or 
pope — the prayer of faith shall save the sick/' 
And " as the body without breath is dead, so faith 
without works is dead also." Go and read your 
Bibles with ordinary attention, and ordinary 
common-sense ; and whilst you send for the mi- 
nister, which is a right thing to do, send for the 
doctor at the same time, which is equally a 
right thing to do/ 

The duty of uniting practical effort with prayer, 
receives constant illustration and enforcement in 
the Scriptures. Elijah did not pray that an angel 
might come down from heaven to build an altar for 
him, or to arrange a sacrifice ; he did this himself. 
All he asked for fi*om heaven was the fire. What 
was within his province and power he performed. 
When the Lord Jesus was going to feed super- 
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naturally the five thousand in the desert. He 
still insisted upon having what food there was 
to be got ; thus teaching His disciples, amongst 
other things, that whatever material is at hand 
must be taken advantage of, and made the 
basis, even of miraculous operations. Hear, 
again, God's message by His angel to Cor- 
nelius. This is how the devout centurion re- 
lates it : — " Four days ago I was fasting, and at 
the ninth hour I prayed in my house; and be- 
hold, a man stood before me in bright clothing, 
and said, Cornelius thy prayer is heard, send 
therefore to Joppa." What need, one is inclined 
to ask, for sending to Joppa? Could not the 
angel who brought him the message, have 
preached to him the Gospel ? Could he not have 
told him some glorious truth about the risen and 
exalted Christ? Yes; but that is not God's 
way of acting. Thy prayer is heard, therefore 
use the appropriate means — " Send therefore to 
Joppa." Our friends take their name, I suppose, 
from Paul's language to Titus : " Who gave 
Himself for us that He might redeem us from 
all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar 
people ;" but why stop there ? The " peculiar 
people " of whom Paul speaks as redeemed by 
Christ, are a people " ZEALOUS of good WORKS." 
" Work out your own salvationy for it is God that 
worketh in you ;" that is the law of nature cer- 
tainly, and it is the law of the supernatural also. 
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Let this be held fast, and it will at once dispose 
of such reasoning as that advanced by the pro- 
poser of the hospital experiment, when he says, in 
his second article, " People pray for the pro- 
longation of life or the postponement of death ; 
but no one thinks of asking that the event may 
never arrive. Why is this ? and why does the 
practice of not praying for such things obtain 
among those who believe in the efficacy of pe 
tition for, let us call them, smaller matters ? 
Simply because the person praying has an abso- 
lute conviction that the events in question are so 
fixed, unaitering, and unalterable, that they are 
beyond the scope of prayer." And, again : " If 
they concede, as they must, that the alteration 
of a star's or a planet's course is not a fit object 
for petition, the otitis probandt of explaining why, 
and also of stating what objects may be prayed 
for, rests with them." 

To this our reply is that the method of the 
Divine government, in general and under or- 
dinary circumstances, has connected the answer 
of prayer for us with the use of means by us, 
and that God has defined for us the sphere 
of prayer, by the range of the instrumentalities 
which he has put within our power, or which 
to us praying he may reveal. And so when it 
is insinuated with a sneer that — "the more 
ignorant a man is of phenomena, and of their 
modes of occurrence, the larger his field for 
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petition ; the more intelligent he becomes, the 
smaller must be his range " — the sneer is 
robbed of its sting. For whilst undoubtedly 
there may be times and circumstances, under 
which it may be a right and fitting thing for 
the Governor of the Universe to answer prayer 
upon the platform of the visible, in modes 
supernatural and miraculous, still, as the laws 
of nature become better known to us — as our 
acquaintance with and power over the forces 
around us are enlarged — the need and the room 
for these supernatural interpositions of the 
energy of the Creator will be diminished. 
As the experience of the physician becomes 
broader, and deeper, and truer, so will the 
necessity for Him to infuse a miraculous virtue 
into the " anointing with oil " be removed. 

And then there is the other side of the truth, 
which we have again and again insisted on, that 
just as the faith of praying people is developed 
and perfected, so will their absolute unconditional 
desire for temporal deliverances and benefits sub- 
side. There is a raising, not from any bed of 
sickness, but from the corruption of the grave — 
a raising, therefore, which is only made possible 
through death. So that evermore, and through 
every event, the Christian will discern in this 
promise "a sure word of prophecy — a light 
shining in a dark place." [t is hard to believe 
that the objection contained in the passage just 
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quoted, " Why no one thinks of asking that 

death may never arrive," can be seriously 

urged. Has the objector never read or heard 

of language like this ; " we that are in this 

tabernacle do groan being burdened, not for that 

we would be unclothed, but clothed upon : " 

" to me to live is Christ, and to die, gain : " "I 

have a desire to departy and to be with Christ, 

which is far better ? " " The righteous hath hope 

in his death : " how can such a one pray that 

death may never come ? 

Let me take the sceptic into the sick-room ot 

the Christian. There is the Church, kneeling at 

4:he bedside, praying fervently for one whose life 

seems to her to be most important. But the 

departing breath waxes feebler and fainter until 

it goes utterly out in a last expiring gasp. Well, 

and is the Church unheard and defeated ? What ? 

Unheard and defeated! when she has been t^-ught 

to sing 

** Oh, grave ! where is thy victory ? 

Oh, death ! where is thy sting? " 

^\ 

Defeated ! when, in the moment of dissolution, 
faith's soul is held spell-bound by the sweet 
seraphic music, which trembles around the dying 

pillow : 

*• Hark ! they whisper ; angels say 
Sister spirit, come away !** 

Defeated! when this swell of glorious har- 
mony is borne down from celestial regions. 
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floating in ethereal waves upon the attuned ear : 
" Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord." 
Defeated! when the victorious shout of Him 
who conquered death, and captive led captivity, 
is ringing over earth's Cypressed graveyards : 
" I am the resurrection and the life. He that 
believeth on Me, though he were dead, yet shall 
he live ; and he that liveth and believeth on Me 
shall never die." Defeated and unheard ! when 
to its rapt and upturned gaze there is revealed 
the vision of the enthroned ^' Son of man," 
" the same yesterday and to . day and for 
ever," " Head over all things unto the Church." 
Defeated and unheard! when out of the 
skies, rolling through the open gates, there 
peals this trumpet message ; " The Lord Himself 
shall descend from heaven with a shout, and 
the dead in Christ shall rise first." No, no ! 
The Church, whilst praying fervently, and using 
all available means up to the very last moment, 
will still stand over the deserted and silent 
tabernacle, and, in that grand confidence which 
rises above the temporal and penetrates the 
unseen, will declare, as the Master did of 
Lazarus, " This sickness is not unto death, but 
for the glory of God." For, though the interval 
preceding the redemption of the body and the 
manifestation of. that glory, may be centuries 
instead of a few days ; yet faith perceives that 
time makes no essential difference in the matter ; 
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and so the prayerNDf faith sweetens into the hymn 
of hope and joyful anticipation : — 

" Thou art gone from our sight, we no longer behold Thee, 
Nor tread the rough path of the world by thy side ; 
But the wide arms of mercy are spread to enfold thee. 
And sinners may hope, since the sinless hath died. 

" Thou art gone from our sight, and its mansion forsaking, 
Perhaps thy weak spirit, in fear lingered long ; 
But the sunshine of paradise beamed on Thy waking, 
And the sound which thou heardst was the seraphim's song. 

** Thou art gone from our sight, but 'twere wrong to deplore 
thee; 
For God was thy ransom, thy guardian, thy guide. 

He gave thee. He took thee, and He will restore thee ; 
And death hath no sting since the Saviour hath died." 

III. There are two practical applications of 
this subject which I must beg you to consider 
before we clos6 : — i. Its bearing upon the work 
of the Church; and 2. Its bearing upon the 
condition of the unconverted. 

I. Its bearing upon the work of the Church. 

If prayer contributes, in any measure, towards 
the recovery of physical health, how much more 
will it contribute towards the recovery of the 
sin-sick soul ? Truly it is, as we know, a mighty 
element in the ministries of salvation. But 
remember that in this case also it must be the 
prayer of faith. " Practical prayer for the con- 
version of the world is the devotion that 
attempts that conversion." A great, an enor- 
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mous responsibility rests upon the Church of 
Christ — the responsibility of " making disciples 
of all nations." How is it to be done r By prayer 
meetings ? Not without them certainly ; but as 
certainly not through them alone. There must 
be also " the anointing with oil." When the good 
Samaritan saw the wounded traveller, "he got 
off his beast, and, pouring into his wounds wine 
and oil, took him back to the inn." Too 
often the Church has been like the Priest 
and the Levite. She hats been most devout 
and assiduous in her prayers, and, having 
finished her prayers, "has passed by on the 
other side." If there is going to be a true 
fulfilment of our ministry, there must be effort, 
self-sacrifice ; there must be the energetic em- 
ployment of the remedial agencies of the Gospel ; 
there must be the constant breaking of the Word 
of Grod, in which are enclosed, as in " an ala- 
baster vase," the influences of the Spirit, " the 
unction from on high." When Zion intercedes, 
" Awake, awake ! put on strength, O arm of 
the Lord," the answer which she receives is, 
" Awake, awake, put on thy strength^ O Zion." 
" Speak unto the children of Israel that they go 
forward," is the response to Moses' crying. 
You are asking for a revival. Know you the 
meaning of your request ? It is this — Lord, tear 
me away from my business, my ease, my com- 
forts, my pleasures, my home. Are you pre- 
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pared for it ? Do you really want a revival 
now ? I hope so. Christ has been waiting for 
thy prayer ; he is now waiting for thy labour. 
Yes ; " I see the heavens opened, and Jesus stand- 
ing at the right hand of God." He has girded 
his sword upon his thigh, and is ready to lead 
forth the blood-baptised and spirit-anointed 
elect. To your tents, then, O Israel ; leave the 
cities and take to the field. " Beat your plough- 
shares into swords, and your pruning-hooks into 
spears." For this shall be the sign that the Spirit 
of the Lord is upon thee, and that the hour of 
thy redemption and long-expected triumph 
draweth nigh, when thou shalt go forth reso- 
lute in thy purpose of grace — " to preach good 
tidings unto the meek ; to .bind up the broken 
in heart; to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
and the opening of the prison to them that are 
bound." 

2. Its bearing upon the condition of the un- 
converted. 

Roman Catholics and Ritualists are not the 
only believers in the efficacy of sacraments 
and the validity of priestly claims. There are 
many people who would almost compel you to 
be a priest against your will. They live through 
many years of indifference to God and to religion, 
until they are thrown upon a bed of sickness and 
of death, and then they send for the clergyman or 
minister, who, the more clerical his appearance 
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the more he is confided in. They believe in a man 
—nay, they believe in a black coat, and a white tie. 
Now, "the prayer of faith " shall save the patient : 
but then it is not the prayer of the minister 
for the patient ; it is a prayer in which the patient 
joins, and in the faith of which he shares. And 
what is this faith ? Not fear of hell ; not 
remorse, wrought by sin's consequences; not 
reliance on a man ; not trust in sacraments and 
ordinances ; but trust in God — reliance on 
the Lord Jesus Christ. And how seldom is 
this attained on a dying bed, or at least how 
seldom is it manifested with such indubitable 
signs as to make the intercession of the mi- 
nister " the prayer of faith." Beloved friends, 
I desire to be preserved from flippant jesting, 
and from the noisy clamour of a heedless 
scold ; but feeling sure that this tendency to 
throw the responsibility of salvation upon any 
ordinance administered, or prayer offered by 
any man— call him pope, or bishop, or priest, or 
elder, or minister, or what you like — is a far- 
spreading delusion and a curse, I have spoken 
plainly. And now I add in deep solemn 
earnestness, that the only faith on which 
you can rely, and which will be a source of 
solid comfort to you in the hour of death, will be 
the faith which accepts Jesus Christ unreservedly 
and at once. I proclaim salvation through faith 
in His name to-night. Upon His own authority 
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I offer Him in all the fulness of His redeeming 
might, at this very moment. Believe on Him 
now, and His righteousness is yours ; His spirit 
yours ; His eternal life yours. Will you have 
Him, or will you not ? 




Yates Sc Alexander, Printers, Symonds Inn, Chancery Lane. 
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